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poorest, most destitute and
disease-ridden in the world.
Moreover, there is considerable
evidence that the passage of large
parties through the frail Balti
ecosystem in time disrupts rather
than enhances the local economy,
something Messner conveniently

ignores.

There is also exaggeration.

'In 1975," Messner writes, ''one
tenth of the climbers in Nepal
died." True, but misleading. In
deference to accuracy Messner
should compare his statistics with
the fatality rates among those who
climbed high in the 1930s and 1950s,
when a greater percentage
Perished. And surely, when the
Party reached Chapko there was
less, rather than more, than "two
weeks" approach march left' to the
foot of Hidden Peak. After all,
the far heavier 1958 American
Karakoram Expedition made it from
that point to Base Campt in eleven
days, including one of rest. Nor
can most persons who have been up
In the Braldo recall any spot
where the risk of stonefall was
Nearly as serious as Messner

intimates. So by the time he . |
starts to talk about route diffi-

culties, we wonder whether the
climbing was really that hard after
all. 1In fact, technical problems
wWere minimal: the real impediment
was the length and sustained steep-

ness of the slopes between the first

and second bivouacs and the absence
of resting places. These factors,

combined with the need for speed,
the problems of altitude and the
weariness of the climbers on the
descent, are what transformed the
route into an exceedingly dangerous
one during the return.

The American version suffers
from the ineptness of its English
translators. There are too many
British climbing and other terms
which readers in this country will
fail to understand. But the trans-
lators' real fault is their appaling
ignorance of basic English grammar.
Some examples (errors underlined):
p. 56 "...who had come up with
Mario and I...;" p. 99 "...a very

old friend of Peter and L...;"  Pp.

p. 112 "...I had been told of other
climbing parties who had experienced
great difficulties...; and an in-

. 198, which

credible sentence omn _
contains a mixed arithmetical salad

of avoirdupois pounds and decimal
kilograms. To this may be added
many typographical errors, poor
punctuation, and occasional fail-
ure to translate obscure Teutonic
technical terms into English.
What, we may ask, is an abitur?

For all its flaws this book
makes good reading. It provides

an insight into a complex, self-
centered yet remarkably honest
mentality, and its second part
tells a good story. Still, if I
had a choice, I would rather re-
read Annapurna, for its author is
a human being and not a god.

reviewed by Andrew J. Kauffman,

Everest 'by fair means" =-- the
first ascent without artificial
OXygen.

Everest: Expedition to the Ultimate,
Reinhold Messner, Oxford University
Press, N.Y., 1979, 253pp., $16.95.

The Lonely Victory, by Peter Habeler,
Sim —E—zSchuster, 1978, 224pp.,S$10.95.

lLmon

What Andy Kauffman said about
Messner's ego in The Challenge holds

true for Everest. Messner' s recital

of achievements, dreams, and con-
quests 1s almost overwhelming.
Habeler's book is also very personal
Both men focus on themselves: these
books seem part of their continuing
effort to discover and explain why

they climb.

You need to read both Everest
and The Lonely Victory for an im-
pression of the first ''fair'" ascent
of Everest. Messner's book gives
good maps, charts, and historical

(continued on next page)



- Page 6

UP_ROPE

March 1980

Publications (continued)

context. Habeler's recounts a
nonMessiah climber's experience of
a dangerous undertaking.

Messner implies that he alone
remained steadfast to the goal of an
attempt without artificial oxygen.
‘Habeler vacillated and had to be re-
minded and encouraged to go through
with the plan. Habeler explains
his wavering resolve by his duty to
his wife and son and his fear of
brain damage due to oxygen depriva-
tion. In Victory one reads that
Habeler saved Messner's life when
the latter's snowblindness made him
helpless on the descent.

Everest begins with passages
from Norton's and Odell's accounts
of the British 1924 Everest Expedi-
tion. Norton climbed to more than
28,100 feet and believed that Ever-
est could be climbed without oxygen.
Odell suggests that Mallory and
Irvine got a late start because of
oxygen equipment failure, that they
made it to the top but were benight-
ed and lost while descending.

Thus some feasible basis for
the attempt is established. And the

February 13

Nélson House.fMartha announced

that the Nelson House will be used
by the De La Salle Vocational School

June ll-June 30 and July 22-August
12. If necessary, small groups of
MS members (five people or fewer)
may use Nelson House on weekends
during these dates, however, there
will not be a scheduled trip to

- Seneca Rocks during these periods.

Bull Run Mt. Sallie Greenwood,
Conservation & Use Committee, re-
ported that Virginia Outdoors Foun-
dation has rejected PATC-MS's
formal request to climb at Bull -
Run Mt. She read from VOF Director
Van Auken's letter: "I certain-
ly agree that your members would
be the last to abuse the area,
however, it is necessary to apply
policy uniformly." (However, as
UP ROPE later learned, a secret
source observed a number of beer-

Meeting Report

desire for it is not mnecessarily the
the inevitable goal of a relentless
superegos Anyornie who reads about
Everest expeditions learns that
oxygen equipment is awkward, heavy,
and undependable. All too often
equipment failure prevents summit
attempts. So the reader of Everest
climbs also comes to wish that the
summit be possible without the
hassle of oxygen equipment. '

Messner's book contains remark-
able photographs, informative charts,
and appendices on Everest climbing
history. Photos. in The Lonely Victory
are bad. Habeler's prose suffers
from a clumsy, inept translation
that makes him appear inconsistent.
The words '"conquest'" and "conquer"”
appear many times, yet Habeler says,
"Everest was neither conquered nor
overcome by us ~- it simply toler-
ated us."

These are not the best-written

Everest books, but the story they
tell makes them important and worth

reading. |
reviewed by Lin Murphy

drinking, blaring-radio-toting
teenagers at the quartzite out-
cropping on Feb. 18. They were |
ignoring the unenforced 'no:tres=:vo
passing signs and littering the
area as usual. The source also
reported that they had surmounted
the earthen mound (inadequately)
erected to bar entry to the parking
area.) Mr.Van Auken indicated
that MS climbing privileges could
Rerhaps later be arranged on a
written permission basis before

the end of the two-year study.”

New EEX Stevie and Joe's
baby was born February 2, 1980.
Michael Christopher weighed in at
J:1¥bs," 13 0%,

Please tell Martha or Lin about
about additions or corrections to
the membership list. -

Don McIntyre showed slides of
his 1979 expedition to Yerupaja.
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Above — The First Tree. -
Right - Almost Omnivorous, Sallie Questions the
Kumquat. Photos by Charlie Dorian

WHITE OAK CANYON - January 20

Despite less appealing fore-
casts, a warm, sunny day arrived to
fuel our enthusiasm for sawing and
removing the trees (blown down by
fall storms) on the White Oak Can-
yon trail. There were many, but
after this trip and a previous one,
the trail is mostly in very good
condition. We entered from the
bottom, at a new and well-marked
parking area on Berry Hollow Road.
The first half mile or so has no
definite trail, but will be blazed
soon. Until then, the best route
ls to go straight from the steel
bridge, cross the creek on a log,
and continue uphill to the original
trail where it stops at the park
boundary. After lunching on kum-
quats, the serious sawing began.

We cleared several impenetrable
fallen trees and blocked the impro-
vVised detours with the sawed up re-
mains. The energetic crew consisted
of Vivian Mendenhall, Lin Murphy,
Sallie Greenwood, Charlie Dorian,
Ryan Pierson, Ed Cummings, Diane
Yokel, and

Jeff Grove

SUGARLOAF - January 20

A chilling wind offset by the
warming sun made a pleasant day for
climbing at Sugarloaf. After
several climbs, some hard, some
easy, most of the group headed for
their television sets to see the
Super Bowl. Those present were Doug
Imiig, Dave Newsom, Mike Bader, Fred
Batschelet, Steve Jensen, And
Koper, Parker Hill, Ian Cruickshank,
Don: Barnett, George Merriam,
Hernandg Vera, Bob Berger, Ute
Christoph, Rick Todd, Charles Ganote,
Cliff, Patricia, and

Martha Hale
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DHAULAGIRI FUND-RAISER |

Vera Komarkova, leader of the Americans to reach the summit of
American Women's Expeditions 1980 Annapurna I. Vera is knownalso
Dhaulagiri I climb will present for her ascent of the Grade VI
a slide lecture on March 1/. She face of Mt. Dickey in Alaska.
is visiting selected East Coast -
cities to gather support and fin- Her show will be about these
ancial backing for the expedition. climbs and the Dhaulagiri expedi-
The AWE climb is sponsored by the tion. It should be a good chance
American Alpine Club, which makes to learn how a major expadition
donations deductible for federal develops and become a part of it
and state income tax purposes. If through moral and money support.
you don't need the deduction, you Call Martha Hale or Lin Murphy
can support the climb by buying for place and time.

a tee shirt that says, 'It's

" <%

better on top. i
*See the editor about deducting

In October 1978, Vera and part of the tee shirt price.
Irene Miller became the first

Climber’s Calendar

‘March 1, 2 Cranberr¥ Backcountry Lin Murphy(533-8412)
Ski Touring

Maeh 12 . 7o MS meeting - 8pm Ski Mountaineering
PATC Hd Ian Cruickshank

March 17 Dhaulagiri Fund-raiser -

March 30 Camp Lewis Barbara Llewellyn

‘ (871-6197)

For trip information call the leader or Don McIntyre (536-6122).

Snowmobilers think they can do it sitting
down.
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