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NEW HAMPSHIRE (continued)

Rick and Martha were there.
They had arrived at 9:00pm.
Having reached the top of the ice
at 4:00pm and coolly deciding
that up was safer than down
(nasty rappels from ice screws),
had continuted up. Instead of
the normal four pitch snow chute
finish they established a new

route directly up the slabs and

bushes, arriving at the top of
the ravine at 6:30. The full
moon allowed a relatively comfor-

table descent to the notch.

A very weary but relieved
crew celebrated with a little
extra beverage and grub at a
local restaurant.

We were all beat in the morn-

ing, and there was a lot of
stalling over breakfast. But an
inch of fresh snow and a clear,
cold morning encouraged us to try
a modest ski tour above Jackson,
N. H. Don got to show us his

new steel-edged mountain skis and
double boots. Chuck, however,

was not impressed by the new
fiberglass technology and announc-

ed he will hold out for fiberglass

skis with wood bottoms before:
replacing his aging wood boards...
that way he can smell the pine
tar and properly blow-torch the

bottoms.

On Friday Rick and Paul made

for Waterville Valley for some
downhill, while Chuck, Margaret,
and Martha leaded out for a ski
tour in the back country. The
rest of us, gluttons for cold
hands and numb feet, returned to
Frankenstein Cliffs, where the
temperature remained sub-zero

all day.

, The downhillers sputtered
into Loon Mountain in Martha's
dying Dasher and did some fine
skiing there. The X-C crowd

managed to get lost but eventually

found Mountain Pond.

I found a desperate variation

of "The Waterfall" (moderate)
featuring lay-backs on icicles

in lieu of tools, while, only a
short distance away, Charlie,
showing poise for a supposed
beginner, casually led the regular
route. John, Charlie, and 1 then
did Chiae (3+), while Don took
photos hanging from a convenlent
tree. The route is highly recom-
mended. It is very steep, with

a clearly defined ramp leading
diagonally upward from left to
right and making an utterly des-

perate climb possible.

Although the snow was really
disappointing and prevented any
overnight tours, the ice was 1n
excellent shape. The New England
weather more than lived up to 1its
reputation. We were a satisfied

and happy crew as we headed for
home.

Chuck and Margaret Wettling,
Martha Hale, Rick Todd, Paul
Torelli, Don Barnett, John Teas-

dale, and .

ILan Cruickshank

John Teasdale on Chia, Frankenstein Cliffs

photo by Don Barnett
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CRANBERRY BACKCOUNTRY SKI TOUR March 1, 2

This is the second consecu-
tive year we've driven a long
way to find snow on a weekend

when it buried the folks who
stayed home.

It's a seven hour drive to
the Cranberry Backcountry, 53,000
acres designated as a wilderness
study area. It's in the southern
Monongahela National Forest near
Mill Point, W. Va. ... near
Marlinton ... near Snowshoe.

Cranberry is high (4600 feet
on the summit of Black Mountain)
and gets a lot of precipitation,
which accounts for the average
90 -inch snowfall. In this sparce
snow year there was still a 70-
inch base, that is, until the
unseasonal thaw six days before
we had scheduled our visit. The

morning of our departure a Forest

Service employee in nearby Richwood

reported that it was snowing and
that there were six inches of

fluff from the day before. We
set out. '

Saturday morning the first
hill depreciated my new Epokes
by at least $35. However, it
snowed so hard, so cantinuously,
so. much all day Saturday that we
~didn't notice those rocks when
we mushed back up the same hill
to the car about 5pm.

We had toured the Cow Pasture
Trail. About seven miles long,
it circles the Cranberry Glades,
a botanical study area that may
be entered only with permission.
Cow Pasture is a road that becomes
a trail and then a road again.
There's not much up and down.
Challenge is supplied by little
and BIG stream crossings.

Sunday we planned to explore
the historic Pocahontas Trail
south of Route 39. Queried over
the phone, a Forest Service trail
maintenance man said, ''mo problem,"

that it was a nice trail, flat
and wide. I guess you just have
to check these things out person-
ally. Only several hundred yards
from the trailhead, after our car
shuttle had driven away, we were
thwarted by a deep, fast, wide
creek that didn't have a bridge.
Pocahontas Trail north of Route
39 may well go on for miles—we
didn't reach its end. After
skiing (and fording) for several
hours, we turned around to start
our long drive home.

Cranberry has lots of trails,
hardly any snowmobiles% and a
sense of woods I haven't exper-
ienced anywhere else in the Mid-
Atlantic states. Locals boast

or bemoan—I couldn't tell

which—that there's nothing but
bears along the 30 mile road
between Mill Point and Richwood,
the towns that mark Cranberry's
east and west boundaries. We
saw no bears,though, nat even
behind the special signs where

they're supposed to stand.

We stayed at the (only)
guest house in Mill Point. It
has potential, and costs only
$6 per person per night—paid in

~advance. More professional

accomodations in Marlinton and
Buckeye (at least eight miles
away and up and down some awful
hills) were booked months in
advance, presumably by downhill
skiers who go to Snowshoe. The
Mill Point guest house doesn't
serve meals, so staying nearer

Cranberry won't save the hairy
ride into town if you want supper.

The guest house owner, Allen
Morris, permitted us to use his
kitchen for breakfast. We init-
ially asked only to fix coffee
Saturday morning and brought
along the concomitant bun. Sat-

(continued on next page)
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CRANBERRY (continued)

urday night, when we came in
after supper with armloads of
eggs, bacon, juice, etc., he
said we could use his kitchen
again.

Everyone agreed that accomo-
dations and where to eat need
some work. A possibility 1s to
stay in Richwood on the other side
of Cranberry.

We have only begun to explore
this place. Art Karp, Marcy Logan,
Jeff Grove, Art Maki, Sallie

Greenwood, and
Lin Murphy

WEAVERTON CLIFFS, MD. - March 15

March 15 I climbed Weaverton
Cliff with Don Benson and Ken Hood
of Baltimore. The Cliff is north
of Route 340 a few miles east of
Harper's Ferry, where the AT crosse
crosses 340. Access is a steep
bushwack from 340 or a trail off
the AT. Challenging climbs with
overhangs made the day worthwhile.
Three hazards : sharp rock, loose
rock, and frangible holds.

Don Barnett

GREAT FALLS, VA. - March 16

This was an obviously
becoming Spring Sunday. Climbers
and hikers sprouted all over the
rocks.

The;Appalachian Search &
Rescue team were practicing

‘near Juliet's Balcony, while

MS people leisurely arrived in
small groups. We rigged things
appropriate to the start of the
season: Stan's Lead, Romeo's
Ladder, and the moderate route 1in
between with the hard James Eakin
variation. (He's been climbing
buildings at St. Mary's.) No one
tried Z Slash, but Don Barnett
pulled a few overhangs down that
way. Some of us left early be-
cause our fingers hurt. James
Eakin, John & Brother Mahew,
Charlie Dorian, Jeff Grove, Paul
Dunn, Don Kocher, Ute Christoph,
Sallie Greenwood, Dave leardi,
Dave Hustvedt, and

Lin Murphy

qud_lipment Notes

OLYMPUS XA - a climbing camera

Shopping for a good small
Camera to take on climbs last year,
I chose the new Olympus XA. It
has served this purpose well.

One of the smallest 35mms
available, it has several unusual
design features: sliding clam-
Shell lens cover, no protruding
levers or knobs, no exposed metal
Parts, rangefinder coupled to the
£/2.8 internal-focusing lens,
(the outer lens element is sealed
and doesn't move), electronic
Shutter release, aperature-pre-
ferred automatic exposure with
a range from 10 sec to 1/500,
the speed visible through the
Viewer.

I carry this eight-ounce
Camera in a leather bag on my

rack, where it is about as bulky
as a size 10 hex. (Haven't used
it for protection yet.)

Results: The thing takes
good pictures, even in subzero
temperatures on Mt. Washington,
doesn't get in the way much, and
has survived half a year in my
rack.

- Problems: Tends to over-
expose in bright light. The easy
fix is to set the film speed
dial one notch higher. The elec-
tronic shutter release—a press-
ure sentitive red spot——is too
sensitive, resulting in occasion-
al throwaway pictures.

Limitations: There is no place
place to mount a filter, and you
can't change lenses.

Don Barnett
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Climber’s Calendar

April 6 _ Sugarloaf Steve Jensen (972—1341)
April 9 | MS meeting-8pm film: "Mt.Huntington,
PATC Hd East Ridge"
April 10 Slide show: Everest Robin Wightman, 7pm
Basecamp trek Alexandria Community
"Y" call WWO(942-8677)
April 13 Crescent Rocks Ute Christoph(379-7664)
April 20 ' Annapolis Rocks Jeff Grove (587-2260)
April 27 | Camp Lewis Harold Goldstein (2960778
April 26, 27 Seneca Rocks Don McIntyre (536-6122)
work trip
May 4 Great Falls, Va. Charlie Dorian (362-7523)
May 3, 4 Shawangunks Martha Hale (762-4769)
May 10 MS Picnic Carderock Pavilion
May 11 Weverton Cliffs Rick Todd (431-2236)
May 14 MS meeting-8pm '
PATC Hd
May 18 Old Rag . Tom Russell (869-8058)
May 24, 25, 26 ' Shawangunks  Lin Murphy (533-8412)
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