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K2 by Patrick Meyers
at the Arena Stage

With just its name, "K2" could
probably draw many Washington area
climbers. Good early reviews added to
the enticement. It was worth it.

This is a small play, with just one
act and two actors, but it addresses
the large issues, and well. It asks,
and answers, questions like, "Why are
we here?" and "Where are we going?" in
both local and universal senses. I
know that sounds overly ambitious, but
K2 manages it by being spare and
leaving out the excess baggage. You
are drawn into the plight and dilemma
of the climber-actors and can
recognize pieces of nlimber-friends in
the dialog.

Sparseness is not extended to the
set, however, it is a magnificent
recreation of the icy world of a
summit. It even sounds like ice at
times. Spindrift, cold, avalanches
and wind are believed, well "setting
the stage" for the actors' roles.

There are many small, nit-picking
things that could be critized --
especially things of the that's-not-
way-I-would-do-i t type. In
retrospect, they are minor. Each of
us likes to feel superior to the
average man, that we have some special
expertise. Re-examination of
established habits is also a time for
growth and the exercise of choice as
we decide to go on or hold on.

Charlie Dorian

AN EVENING WITH K2
(dressed for the occasion)

The week before the scheduled AAC
onslaught on K2, another contingent,
mostly PATC-oriented, braved the
elements to see the show. This group,
at least partially, dressed for the
occasion.

Yes, that is true. We went to the
theatre dressed as climbers! We wore
slings and ropes and biners and ice
screws and, yes, we got in! We even
heard murmurings of "Look, there's the
cast." as we wandered through the
lobby. We saw Stan Halpin and Meg
Harding as they went to a different
show -- and they can vouch for the
veracity of this account.

The brave souls so attired were
myself, Janet Young, Vivien Prunier
and John Ferguson. Several other
members of our party succumbed to the
exposure and refused to do the
critical moves and dressed in suitable
"street" clothes. These individuals
will not be identified (but included
people with names like McKenna and
Christopolous).

Our group was suitably rewarded
when, after the show, the understudy
for the two actors approached us. He
told us that the actor doing the
climbing was terribly shy and actually
afraid of heights! Neither of the
actors were climbers and both received
lots of training, especially the one
doing the work. For those of you who

(continued on page 2)
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haven't seen 1(2, there actually are
three climbing sequences, one of which
is an honest to goodness lead. They
were done very convincingly.

The set was mostly your standard
urethane foam but the climbing surface
was a special industrial grade of
stuff. It had to be strong since the
route is climbed about 25 times each
week. It is refurbished regularly.
The set was marvelous, and I won't
even try to do it justice with words.

The show is excellent, all that a
climber could ask for. I did,
however, figure out a reasonable

scenario whereby the climbers might
safely retreat from their perch.
Since the run is probably over now I
will recap the situation. The
climbers are on a ledge an estimated
300 feet up a wall. They have a
120-foot rope, 7 or so biners, 7 or so
ice screws and 30 feet of webbing.

One climber is able; the other has all
sorts of injuries. Here goes:
1. Set three screws on the ledge.
Good climber repels on double rope and
at bottom of rope puts in four more

screws, hangs from one and gets off
the rope; 2. Other climber removes
two of three screws at ledge, raps on
third (sacrificing I screw and 1
biner), ties in to second screw next
to partner. They pull the rope down
and rig it on other two screws; 3.
Process is repeated except leader can
only put in 2 screws and must wait for
second to put in two more. Now they
are 180 feet up; 4. Process is
repeated a third time although the
exact order of setting the screws must
be altered. Now they are 120 feet up
and still have four screws and biners
left; 5. Now they can make a single
rope repel down to the base of the
wall; 6. The healthy climber can wrap
his friend with everything they have
and run down to Camp V for help. They
survive!!

A long shot, admittedly, but still
a feasible and technically sound
alternative to death. Comments
anyone?

Harold Goldstein
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Washington, D.C. Climbing articles, letters, and comments re
welcome and should be addressed to Patti Lemon, c/o MC. Inc.,
3413-1/2 M Street, N.Y., Washington, D.C. 20007. Deadline is the
20th of each month. Subscriptions for MS members are included in
the dues. The ennual subscription price for nonmerhers is $4.
Current PATC members interested in receiving Up Rope may obtain a
subscription at no charge. MS members must belong to PATC.
Applicants for membership and PATC members can join the KS by
obtaining sponsorship from a current 16 member. Send subscrip-
tion and address changes to Mountaineering Section-Secretary,
1718 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

MOUNTAINEERING SECTION ACTIVITIES

The MS holds meetings at PATC headouarters (1718 N Street,
N.M., Washington D.C.) the second Wednesday of each month except
August. There 1s a brief business session followed by a slide
show, film, or other form of entertainment. Sunday trips to
nearby climbing areas and/or weekend trips to more distant areas
are sponsored every weekend. Check the clieber's calendar for
scheduled trips.

Beginning and intermediate training are offered once a month.
Anyone is welcome to participate in MS activities, although some
restrictions may be placed on participation in club trips. The
Sunday trips are usually to areas where there is a complete range
of top rope climbs. However, we ask that you have some experi-
ence or training prior  to the trip. The weekend trips are usu-
ally for lead climbers only, and you are expected to find your
own climbing partner.
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Backcountrv Skiing
Lito Tejada-Flores

Sierra Club Books (1981)

Mountain Skiing 
Vic Bein

The Mountaineers (1982)

Two recent books attest to a
growing recognition of the fun of off-
the-trail skiing. Both deserve to be
read, but perhaps by different
audiences.

Vic Bein is full of enthusiasm for
the sport, so much so that you begin
to wonder who's he kidding when he
describes techniques like a cross-over
telemark turn (the rear ski's tip is
behind the lead) or a "para-mark"
(sequentially combining parallel and
telemark turns). He has, however,
touched all the bases in what amounts
to an inside-the-park home run.
Everything is there, from nordic
equipment through wilderness ethics,
but most topics are only briefly
sketched.

Mountain Skiing should be read as
an introduction or a summertime
reminder of how you should spend next
winter's snow time. Like good gear,
it's lightweight and well done.

On the other hand, Backcountry 
Skiing should not be read in one
sitting. It's an out-of-the-park home
run. It ambles along the base paths
and stomps on each base in turn. You
could bring it along next winter's
trip and spend each weekend practicing
a new chapter. If you become
overwhelmed by the technical details,
then just sit back and contemplate the
Tejada-Flores poetry that introduces
each chapter.

It's all here, too. Line drawings
and photographs depict techniques.
Historically interesting points are
illustrated. And half the book is
devoted to the "backcountry
experience". There's even four pages
on the head trip involved in suddenly
realizing what being 15 miles from a
road means, and how to cope with it.
This will be a reference book for many
Years.

In summary, Mountain Skiing is a

tasty antipasto which might be

stretched into a meal. Backcountry
Skiing is a multi-course dinner,
whose memory will endure.

Charlie Dorian

Mountaineering: 
The Freedom of the Hills 
Fourth Edition, 550 pages

Ed Peters, editor
The Mountaineers (1982)

The well-known and highly respected
textbook on mountaineering has been
updated and improved. The revisors
left little of the material untouched.
They included the newer equipment and
techniques where appropriate and
improved the detail in many
illustrations. Several sections have
been rewritten to present the material
more logically and to include more
information.

Specifically, the newer equipment
discussed are items such as super-
gaiters, dome tents, friends, pile,
gore-tex, figure 8's, nut picks, and
snargs. The chapter on ice climbing
was expanded to include the French
techniques. The rock climbing chapters
were rewritten completely. The new
section, called Protection, focusses
on clean climbing, while piton-craft
is treated with aid techniques. An
appendix on ratings of climbs has
been added.

While the revisions add greatly to
the completeness of the text, the
Mountaineer's conservative approach
is maintained. The ten-point climbing
code, unchanged, is explained in more
detail, emphasizing the publisher's
intent to limit the dangers of
mountaineering.

Although some of the classic
photographs in the older editions will
be missed, the new ones depict more
recent inspirational scenes. However,
those of you looking for the beef jerky
recipe had better refer to an older
edition. All in all, the new edition
is a definite improvement over its
predecessors. If you don't already
have the text, this is the edition to
buy.

Jeff Brown
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SENECA: May 22-23, 1982

Joe Farness and I "poured" Charlie
into the back seat and headed for Seneca
later-than-usual Friday night. Even
with a forecast of rain, Roy Gap Road
was packed.

We met Ray Blum and Bruce of the FS
on Saturday morning and proceeded to the
trail with our tools. We had almost
finished connecting the two parts we did
last weekend when Brian Rennex and Bob
Berger appeared to help. They continued
with the effort for two hours after we
originial five quit.

Charlie and Joe took a dip in the
water while I stretched out in my ham-
mock. We topped off the evening with
steak and salad, a quick trip to Yokums
for coffee and pie, a visit to The Gen-
darme for the day's climbing stories,
and dove into our tents as the rain
started to fall,

On Sunday morning, not caring to
climb wet rock, Joe and I talked Charlie
into working on the 4.12-part of the
trail that needed smoothing off. Thanks
to the work that Bob and Brian did on
Saturday, we were able to put in three
more water bars and complete the second
switchback [where the new trail rejoins
the old].

NOTE: The work trips will be scheduled
throughout the summer as work is needed
to be done. [Call Dave Atkinson or
Martha Hale for more information.]

The area around the base of Old Man's
is in terrible condition. This part of
our work is rapidly moving up the prior-
ity list.

You can help out and put in some work
merely by contacting Ray at the Visitors
Center and finding out what needs to be
done. All of your help and support is
needed and appreciated.

Patti Lemon

Top: Joe and Patti on new steps.

Bottom: John Gregory, Ray Blum, and
James Eakin getting started on May 15th.


