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Hanging Around
OLD RAG - Sept 12, 1982 

Superb climbing weather brought out
a fairly good number of climbers to the
parking lot by Appalachian Outfitters on
Sunday morning. After some coffee and a
little chit-chat, the group got on its
way and three hours later found itself
on top of Old Rag, raring to go!! (Ac-
tually, somebody in the group wanted to
show off his aerobic capacity and kept
up a pace that left most of the party
gasping for air, too exhausted to do any
serious climbing until they had a chance
to rest a while.)

No one on the trip knew any names of
the climbs there, so an account of the
routes rigged has to be a little sketchy.
Initially, it was impossible to see where
the better climbs were by simply looking
down over the cliff, so the party desc-
ended under the band of rocks and pro-
ceeded to do some lead climbing to get
back to the top.

John Christian led a climb of three
pitches of medium difficulty, while
Charlie Dorian put up another route --
also of medium grade. Top ropes were

(cont on page 3)

Left:
John Christian leads a pitch at Old Rag.
Photo by Pete Grant.



PAGE 2 UP ROPE OCTOBER 1982

- MINUTES -
General Meeting September 8, 1982

Ed Cummings, Treasurer, presiding.

1. Ed Cummings opened the meeting with
an explanation of the absences of the
Chairman and Vice Chairman -- both of
whom are out of the area on climbing
trips.

2. Ad Hoc committee of past PATC pre-
sidents to investigate various club sec-
tions still has not met. (Ed. See mi-
nutes of July 14 meeting.)

3. Several minor delays in gettin UP
Rope out resulted in most people not re-
ceiving theirs prior to this meeting.
An apology was made by the editor.

Meeting was adjourned.

After the meeting entertainment was
provided by Greg Collins with an excel-
lent slide show of his recent trip to
climbing areas out West.

Pete Grant
Secretary

Equipment Notes

CLIMBING GEAR AT A DISCOUNT 

"Reasonable prices on our climbing equip-
ment" claimed the cover of the flyer that
had been placed on my car's windshield at
the Gunks on Labor Day weekend. I was
about to trash-can this unwanted bit of
"junk mail" but then thought that a good
laugh wouldn't hurt either, so I opened
up the flyer, expecting to see standard
list prices for their merchandise. To my
surprise, the prices really were reason-
able -- lower than I've seen around here.
For example, a pair of EB's are offered
for $65.00; Edelweiss llmm 150' rope for
$108.00; a #3 Friend will set you back
$31.50; and wired Rocks range from $3.25
to $3.50 depending on size.

The name of the advertiser is "ROCK
GEAR". They are located at 113 North
State Street, Clarks Summit, PA 18411.
They operate a mail order business and
you can get a copy of their catalogue by
writing or calling their mail order desk
at (717) 586-9148. Visa and Mastercard
are accepted.

Pete Grant

(EQUIPMENT NOTES cont on Page 6)

UP ROPE is the monthly newsletter of the Mountaineering
Section (MS) of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) of
Washington, D.C. Climbing articles, letters, and comments are
welcome and should be addressed to Editor, Up Rope, Potomac
Appalacian Trail Club, 1718 N. Street, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20036. Deadline is the 20th of each month. Subscriptions for
MS members are included in the dues. Annual subscription
price for nonmembers is $4. Current PATC members interested
in receiving Up Rope may obtain * subscription at no charge.
MS members must belong to PATC. Applicants for membership
can join the MS by obtaining sponsorship from a current MS
member. Send subscription and address changes to Mountain-
eering Section, F.A.T.C., 1718 N Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20036.

MOUNTAINEERING SECTION ACTIVITIES

The NS holds meetings at PATC headquarters (1718 N Street
N.W., Washington, D.C.) the second Wednesday of each month
except August. There is a brief business session followed by
a slide show, film, or other type of entertainment. Sunday
trips to nearby climbing areas are sponsored on most weekends
Check the Climber's Calendar on back of this publication for
scheduled trips. Weekend and longer trips are also scheduled
periodically. Sunday trips are usually to areas where there
are a complete range of top rope climbs; however, we ask that
each participant has had some training or experience prior to
the trip. Weekend trips are usually for lead climbers and
experienced seconds only, and everyone is responsible for
finding his or her own climbing patter.
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HANGING AROUND (cont)
OLD RAG (cont from page 1)

rigged and some climbed the routes; but
others only tried. Charlie Dorian very
patiently gave instruction to the less
experienced climbers. Art Karp climbed
one of the routes which had been set up
for belaying from top, and ended up being
the permanent belayer for the remainder
of the afternoon.

Due to the sun's heat, an abundance
of bugs, insuffiency of water, and aching
legs from the long hike up, the planned
move down the mountain to another set of
cliffs failed to materialize. Instead
the party remained on the original rocks
and wrapped things up around five P.M..

On the way down, another "race" must
have been on. Half of the group took the
longer but easier way down while the
more "hardy" ones back-tracked via the
Ridge Route -- running half of the way.

Pizza and beer brought the trip to an
enjoyable end. Participants were:
Gary Beil, Winston Burt, John Christian,
Charlie Dorian, Nick Dorian, Pete Grant,
Art Karp, Marcy Logan, Dave McClure, and
Gretchen Schwartz.

Pete Grant

From the Editor's Chimney

First, I want to apologize for being
late with last month's UP ROPE -- the
first issue under my editorship. I
learned once again the hard way that
events seldom occur as scheduled unless
one leaves plenty of "padding" in his
itinerary. It didn't take many two-day
delays to get it in the mail a whole week
after the tdarget date. I promise to do
better in the future.

Now, I would like to clue you in on
what you can expect in the way of changes
from your new editor. I have no great
aspirations to "improve" UP ROPE or to
make a mark in PATC history as one of the
great contributors to the Mountaineering
Section. I think that the past editors
of this bulletin did an excellent job and

only hope that I can carry the load as
well as they did. "If it works, don't
fix it!", as they say.

For the past few years, every month I
looked forward to the arrival of that
month's UP ROPE, and when it arrived, it
was the first piece of mail to be opened
and read -- often from cover to cover be-
fore any other mail was looked at. That
goes to show you how big of a part UP
ROPE has been in my life. My special
thanks go to Lin Murphy who not only
managed to twist many arms (in a friendly
sort of way) to get material for this
newsletter, but also provided super edi-
torials in almost every issue.

Talk about twisting arms. I do not
like to hassle people to write articles
for our publication, so I am making a
plea to all of you that if you have any
material for UP ROPE, please take the
time to write, clip it out, draw it, or
whatever, and send it to me. Written
articles can be handwritten, typed, com-
puter print-outs, or any other method
that you can come up with. The only re-
quisite is that I must be able to read
it. Photography can be prints (color or
monochrome), negatives, or slides. I
will return originals of art work, if
desired. Mail the
material to:

Editor, UP ROPE
1718 N Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

I want this publication to be our
newsletter -- not Pete Grant's magazine.
The only way we can accomplish this is by
enough of the membership participating in
providing articles and other items of in-
terest to the people of the Mountaineer-
ing Section.

Ed
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Climber's Calendar

NELSON ROCKS WEEKEND 

Want to make a first ascent? Would
you like to have it recorded in a climb-
ing guide? Read on, there's still room
to explore new lines at nearby climbing
areas and receive credit for finding and
describing new routes. One such area is
Nelson Rocks near Seneca Rocks in West
Virginia.

In the past couple of years, climb-
ing interest at Nelson Rocks has been
declining. Scanning through past issues
of UP ROPE I noticed that our club has
not scheduled a trip there for quite some
time. What a pity! These crags offer
some very fine climbing, being a part of
the same geological uplifting as Seneca
Rocks and, therefore, consisting of same
type of rock. In height Nelson Rocks
nearly equal Seneca but are more acces-
sible. Car can be parked at the base of
the talus slope, and a short scramble
will place one at the start of the climbs.
In addition, Nelson House is close by,
offering an excellent place to spend the
night (Ahhh... party time!!). Many fine
routes, ranging from easy to "extremely
severe", as the British would say, have
already been done and many more are wait-
ing to be discovered. Why, then do we so
very seldom climb at the Nelson Rocks? I
suspect that the primary reason is lack
of information -- a climbers' guide -- to
this area.

At the next meeting, a proposal will
be made to undertake the preparation of a
new guide to our climbing areas. If ap-
proved, I will volunteer to begin the ef-
fort by coordinating a guide pamphlet to
Nelson Rocks.

To start the ball rolling, I plan to
have photographs of the cliffs available
by October meeting, on which routes can
be marked. I would like to ask those of
you who have knowledge of climbs on Nelson
Rocks to try to attend the meeting and
help record them.

The next step will be to make a
climbing trip to the area to verify the
current status of routes, and to help
refresh the memory of those who can't
quite remember exact locations of the
climbs. Such an excursion is scheduled
for the weekend of October 23d and 24th
(see Climber's Calendar on back page). I
want to extend to those climbers who have
climbed there previously, a special in-
vitation to join us and spend a weekend
climbing (or, if you no longer wish to
climb, just looking over) the old crags.
Saturday evening we can have gettogether
at the Nelson House and compare notes, as
well as stories, of the day's climbs.
See you there!!

Pete Grant

To get to Nelson Rocks, drive to
Petersburg, WV, and take WV-28 South.
Drive 33 miles (past US-33 junction at
Seneca Rocks) to a bridge crossing the
North Fork River. Turn right, staying on
WV-28, and drive 0.6 miles to Nelson Gap
Road. Turn left, enter through gate, and
drive 0.9 miles to a fork in the road.
Turn right, going through another gate,
and drive 0.9 miles on a rather rough
road to a white house on the right. Ap-
proximate distance from Washington, DC,
is 175 miles via VA/WV route 55.

NELSON HOUSE


