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From the Editor's Chimney

Ho Hum! The new year is upon us again, and its
resolution time. Here's mine:

I. Bring body weight down to an acceptable level
(isn't this an annual resolution?).

2. Maintain climbing ability over the winter
months. (No more having to get back in shape
every spring.)

3. Put out UP ROPE on time each month (HA!!!).

4. Refrain from taking on any new projects.

How about you? I'd like to hear some resolutions --
hopefully on the humorous side -- that others have
made. Hey... now there's an idea for someone: Think
up some climbing related resolutions (not necessarily
true) that are funny and will activate our readers'
humor glands and send them in by January 20th. I will
publish a list in February issue.

Ed.

*******************************************************

COVER: A beautiful view awaits those who climb
to top of Table Rock, even when the sky is over-
cast and haze limits visibility. Charlie Dorian
(left) and Ian Cruickshank take in the scenery
looking towards Shortoff Mountain (just barely
visible on the right edge of skyline). Story (a
trip report) on Page 4. Photo 0 Pete Grant.

*******************************************************

Belay Ledge

NOMINATIONS FOR 
MOUNTAINEERING SECTION 1983 OFFICERS 

The following is a revised list of nominees for Moun-
taineering Section officers (re December 1982 UP ROPE).
Any nominee who does not desire to accept the nomina-
tion may withdraw his or ner name from the list by
calling Tom Russell, Nominating Committee Chairman, 301-
869-8058; or by announcing such withdrawal at the Janu-
ary general meeting.

CHAIRMAN: Charlie Dorian
* James Eakin
Ron Greenberg
Joe Wagner

VICE CHAIRMAN: Dave Atkinson
* Charlie Dorian

James Eakin
Joe Wagner

SECRETARY: * Justine Carson
Barbara Llewellyn

TREASURER: Dave Atkinson
* Ed Cummings

Charlie Dorian
Joe Farness

* = Incumbent

Tom Russell

UP ROPE is the monthly newsletter of the Mountaineering Section
(MS) of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) of Washington, DC.
Climbing articles, letters, and comments are welcome and should be ad-
dressed to Editor, Up Rope, Potomac Appalacian Trail Club, 1718 N.
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20036. Deadline is the 20th of each
month. Subscriptions for MS members are included in the dues. An-
nual subscription price for nonmembers is $5. Current PATC members
interested in receiving Up Rope may obtain a subscription at no
charge. MS members must belong to PATC. Applicants for member-
ship can Join the MS by obtaining sponsorship from a current MS
member. Send subscription and address changes to Mountaineering
Section, N.A.T.C.. 1718 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

MOUNTAINEERING SECTION ACTIVITIES 

The MS holds meetings at PATC headquarters (1718 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.) the second Wednesday of each month except Au-
gust. There is a brief business session followed by a slide show,
film, or other type of entertainment. Sunday trips to nearby climb-
ing areas are sponsored on most weekends. Check the Climber's Calen-
dar on back of this publication for scheduled trips. Weekend and
longer trips are also scheduled periodically. Sunday trips are usu-
ally to areas where there are a complete range of top rope climbs;
however, we ask that each participant has had some training or experi-
ence prior to the trip. Weekend trips are usually for lead climb-
ers and experienced seconds only, and everyone is responsible for
finding his or her own climbing parter.

PATC MOUNTAINEERING SECTION

Chairman
James Eakin

Vice Chairman
Charlie Dorian

Secretary
Justine Carson

Treasurer
Ed Cummings

Editor
Pete Grant

Circulation Manager
Joe Farness

UP ROPE STAFF 

587-6062

821-6801

354-1389

332-6100

960-6033

265-5877
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A REPORT FROM

AD HOC EXCURSION POLICY COMMITTEE 

The Excursion Policy Committee; Tom Russell (Chairman),

Ed Cummings, Charlie Dorian, Joe Farness, and Joe Wagner; has

met and discussed what policy the Mountaineering Section (MS)

should adopt concerning excursions (climbing trips and expe-

ditions). The following is a draft of a proposed policy and

it is open for discussion.

PATC Mountaineering Section Policy 

on Climbing and Expeditions*

The Mountaineering Section of the Potomac Appalachian

Trail Club encourages members and guests to organize local

and distant climbing trips and expeditions.

Climbing trips and expeditions are announced in UP ROPE.

Local Climbing Trips 

Section climbing trips to local areas are guided by me
Trip Leader Guidelines of 23 March 1977, as amended, and the

official Welcome to the Section.

[Necessary changes: (1) Review Welcome brochure and update

to agree with Guidelines; (2) Include in Guidelines, Para 3

"and must carry permission from adult for medical treatment."

(3) Change in paragraph 6 "pick up the MS first aid  

needed" to "make certain a first aid kit is available."]

Distant Area Trips and Expeditions

The Section supports bona fide mountaineering trips and expe-

ditions to distant areas and may approve such activities by

its members if so moved at a membership meeting, provided:

1. The group leader will explain goals, membership,

itinerary, etc.
2. The Section will not assume any legal or financial

responsibility for the group and group members will assume

group and individual costs.

3. While acknowledging the right of the group and its

leader to decide about the final composition of the group or

expedition, any interested Section ot PATC member may apply

and most of the group should be Section or PATC members.

4. That group members recognize that they represent both

the Section and PATC, and conduct themselves accordingly.

5. That donations of any kind received by the group as
the result of Section approval become subject to open ac-
counting to the Section membership. Disposal of any surplus
from such donations, once group obligations have been dis-
charged, must be able to meet challenges of propriety by
Section and PATC.

6. The Section does not claim any portion of post-expe-
dition profits from lectures, articles, books, etc.

Section members will appreciate to learn from group/ex-
pedition members about their travel and climbing experiences
and lessons learned (UP ROPE, lectures, slide show).

* We suggest that we use climbing and expeditions for ex-
cursion to denote the special character of our activities.

Tom Russell.

Hanging Around

ANNAPOLIS ROCKS, MD 
November 7, 1982

Thirteen climbers and two dogs showed up at Annapolis
Rocks for one of those Indian Summer days of climbing. The
most popular climb of the day was Pine Tree Crack, which
Charlie proceeded to scale in a couple of minutes. The rest
of us spent hours trying to perform a similar feat, unsuc-
cessfully. Charlie was quite helpful, however, noting that
one could easily measure one's progress as a climber by see-
ing how far one could get on this route. (Some of us seemed
tb regress as the day went on). One distinguished belayer
was pulled off his stance by one of the more graceful falls
of the day, thus providing a lesson on the desirability of a
fixed anchor for the belayer.

. The participants (most of whom made remarks by the end of
the day about what a good climbing day it had been) were Don
Benson, Steve Dempsey, Charlie Dorian, John Fohrell, Joe
Farness, Cilia Holberton, Kevin Klasman, Vicky Linepacky,
Peter Perenyi, Tom Russell, Bob Skinner, and Paul Torelli.

Ed Cummings

BELOW: Steve Dempsey on the Prow at Annapolis Rocks, MO.
Photo by Kevin Klasman.


