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Belay Ledge

NEW MEMBERS 

Robert Blackburn, 2104 Spencer Road,
Silver Spring, MD 20910.

Dave Coffey, 6895 Norris Lane,
Baltimore, MD 21227.

Deborah Ann Jaslow, 1642 Mt Eagle
Place, Alexandria, VA 22302.

Costa Lascaris, P.O. Box 1105,
Leesburg, VA 22075.

SKYLINE 

Skyline road between Big Meadows and
Panorama is expected to be partially
closed to motor traffic when repairs
begin about July 1.

* * * *

PATC COMPUTER 

An ad hoc committee under Dave Seiffert
will look into benefits of a computer for
PATC.

A.A.C. 

The American Alpine Club does have a
local section, the Blue Ridge Section!
Anyone with a sustained interest in
climbing is invited to join. Two spon-
sors are needed, and these may be readily
obtained by contacting and AAC member.
Here are a few who are also MS members:
Neil Arsenault (301 997-9601), Barry
Bishop (8285688), John Christian (986-
1243), Don Hubbard (656-4368), John
Bremer (654-367), Andy Kauffman (797-

' 8352), Geroge Merriam (493-5484), and
Arnold Wexler (493-6965).

Joe Wagner
(966-6379)

COVER: When the icy winds of winter howl
outside, our familiar gear gets a bit of
rest  but not for long!! Spring is
just around the corner, and UP ROPE can
once again get some real climbing photo-
graphy. Pentax 35mm camera with 105mm
lens. With lighting from two photofloods,
exposure was 1/2 sec @ f-16 on Panatomic-
X developed in D-76. © P. Grant.

UP ROPE is the monthly newsletter of the Mountaineering Section

(MS) of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) of Washington, DC,

Climbing articles, letters, and comments are welcome and should be ad-

dressed to Editor, Up Rope, Potomac Appalacian Trail Club, 1718 N.

Street. N.W., Washington. DC 20036. Deadline is the 20th of each

month. Subscriptions for MS members are included in the dues. An-

nual subscription price for nonmembers is $6, Current PATC members

intereste.1 in receiving Up Rope may obtain a subscription at no

charge. MS members must belong to PATC. Applicants for member-

ship can join the MS by obtaining sponsorship from a current MS

member. Send subscription and address changes to Mountaineering

Section, P.A.T.C., 1718 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

MOUNTAINEERING SECTION ACTIVITIES

The MS holds meetings at PATC headquarters (1718 N Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.) the second Wednesday of each month except Au-
gust. There is a brief business session followed by a slide show,
film, or other type of entertainment. Sunday trips to nearby climb-
ing areas are sponsored on most weekends. Check the Climber's Calen-
dar on back of this publication for scheduled trips. Weekend and
longer trips are also scheduled periodically. Sunday trips are usu-
ally to areas where there are a complete range of top rope climbs;
however, we ask that each participant has had some training or experi-
ence prior to the trip. Weekend trips are usually for lead climb-
ers and experienced seconds only, and everyone is responsible for
finding his or her own climbing parter.
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Now, here's an item I accidentally missed from last
month's UP ROPE. My apologies ... better late than
never!

REPORT FROM THE NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE FOR 1983 OFFICERS 

The following were elected as 1983 Officers of Moun-
taineering Section (MS) at the January 12, 1983
meeting of the MS.

Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Joe Wagner
Charlie Dorian
Justine Carson
Dave Atkinson

Tom Russell

From Other Peaks

ADIRONDACK SKIING/HIKING/CLIMBING 
(February 4-13, 1983)

This was to be my ski trip of the year. John
Christian coordinated the arrangements to stay at the
Adirondack Loj, in one of the great cross-country ski
areas of the East Coast, near Lake Placid, New York.
Now, some of you remember the 1980 winter Olympics.
The Adirondacks, normally under many feet of snow,
had so little snowfall during the 1980 winter that
they were forced to bring snow in by trucks to cover
up parts of the X-C ski trail system. About a week
before the Olympics, mother nature finally decided
to cooperate and gave plenty of the white stuff for
the games and all ended well.

This year? Almost a repetition of 1980. On Sa-
turday morning, as Jay Brooks and I loaded up into
Jay's Volvo, there was still insufficient snow cover
on the ground at Lake Placid area, so we took along
our hiking gear, I even took my ice axe. After a 12
hour drive, we were able to confirm the snow reports
for ourselves: they were true -- very little, maybe
two inches on the ground. Oh well, that's why the
hiking boots, etc., were brought along on a ski trip.

Jay and I were a day early, as our mid-week
package started on Sunday evening. We decided to do
Mount Marcy, the highest point in New York, for
starters. The trail from Adirondack Loj to the summit
is 6.8 miles and is well maintained. Although the
snow covering was minimal, there were many ice gul-
lies which had to be negotiated, and I wished I had
brought along my crampons to add a little security to
the footing. We managed to bushwack around most of
the iciest spots and made it to the summit without
incident. On the summit we met a couple of other
climbers and engaged in a discussion of politics, of
all things. The temperature on the summit must have
been in the low teens and the wind was blowing like
crazy to make the wind chill factor sub-zero, but
these guys wanted to talk politics! To each his own,
I say. (By the way, Mount Marcy is 5,344 feet high
and Adirondack Loj, our base camp, is at elevation of
2,180 feet above sea level.)

•

Monday the entire group went for a hike, with
Algonquin Peak (5,114') as our goal. The trail was
much shorter -- only 3 miles -- than Mt Marcy's, but
the elevation gain was nearly the same, so it was ob-
vious that we should encounter some steep sections;
and we did: covered with ice. Again, no crampons.
Some members of the party had stopped at a local
hardware store and bought some crampon-like devices
that attach to the instep. They helped some, but the
going was still pretty rough, and soon most had
turned around leaving Jay and I to finish off the
'tlimb again. Algonquin Peak was cold and windy (what
else is new)! It had started to snow some and our
view from the summit was nonexistent. We managed to
find the trail down the other side into Avalanche
Lake and made a rapid descent on both our feet and
rear ends. It was fun, though!

(Cont on Page 5)

Above: Algonquin Peak (5115') at the Adirondack High
Peak Region. Photo 0 P. Grant.


