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MT. GAYLEY'S NORTHEAST FACE

By James A. Eakin

Mt. Gayley (13,510 feet)
Northeast Face, Center Arete Il 5.8—-5.9

General Route Description

In the center of the face, just right of a narrow
gully i1s an arching arete. From the snowfield at the
base of the arete, follow the arete to just below its
summit. Traverse left into the gully and cross over the
notch between the arching arete and the upper arete
into a large bowl area. Climb up the left side of the
bowl moving toward the top end of the upper arete.
From the top of the upper arete 3rd and 4th class

climbing lead to the north summit.
a

“Will you look at the arete on Gayley!”
“Yeah, looks fantastic...just follow that
arching arete to its top and then move onto
the upper arete and follow that to its top...
God, what a route. What’s the guidebook
say?”

*Says, ‘There are several 4th and S5th class
routes on the north face of Gayley™.
“That’s all?”

“That’s all.”

““Such an obvious line, has to have been done
before. You want to do it?”

“Sure.”

“Great! It’s a short approach and even if it
doesn’t go, I figure we can get down anything
we go up.”

“How does it look?”

“Nice.”

“Let me see the monocular.”

“Looks like there are a bunch of steps on the

lower arete.”

“Yeah. I see some cracks on that short flat

face on the upper arete. Take a look.”

“You know there might be a gap between the

lower arete and the upper one.”

“Maybe . .. this light is deceptive.”

“No worry. We can always rap down into the -

notch and climb those cracks. They look

fantastic.”

“Two packs?”

“No, let’s just take one to save weight.”
I think we only need one headlamp. We

probably won’t need it and the moon is

almost full anyway.”

“Okay.”

Approach and 1st Pitch 5th class

Cross over the snowfield to the base of the arete and
climb up left on easy rock to a ledge at the base of
the arete.

“How are the Rainiers doin® ya?”

“Pretty good. They are kicking steps real fine.
Rick—tell you what I'm going to do. I'm
going to let you kick steps for a while.”
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*Okay, but let me put on my crampons.
You know, if you're going to bring them you
might as well use them . . .you have any
trouble with that icy section?”
“Nope. You kick good steps.”

“James, you might want to pick up this pack
so you’'ll know what the second is carrying.”
“That’s too heavy. I guess we can lighten it
a little by trailing the 8 mil. Then if we get
to a hard section we’ll haul the pack.

2nd Pitch
From the lefi side of the ledge ascend crack and
chimneys to a large ledge. 5.7-5.8
[ ]
“Do you want to switch leads?”
*“Do you?”
“Yeah.”

*“Awright. Do you want this pitch or the next
one?”

“Great. Looks like the best way goes around
this corner and up the chimney and cracks. . .
On belay!”

“Uugh ... James.”

“Yeah.”

“When you get to the number 4 Friend 1 did
a chimney. You’re going to have trouble with
the pack.”

“Okay. Don’t worry.
out.”

I'll figure something

“How hard do you think that was?”

“I . .. couldn’t .. .say ... this pack . ..
hardest thing I've ever followed . . . maybe
5.7,5.8. Who knows.”

Pitch 3

From the ledge, ascend the left side of the flake
to its top. Move down and right until it is possible
to enter a crack system on the side of the arete.
Follow the cracks up and then diagonal right to a
left-facing corner containing twin cracks. Climb this

corner to a small belay ledge. 5.8-5.9.
a

“Looks like we might have to go down.”
“I was thinking the route might go straight
up this crack behind me to the top of the
flake, and then up the short face to that other
fluke.”

“I don’t know. I think I’ll check the face over
to the right . . . looks possible . . .sheeit!
Those flakes are-loose!”

“Try the crack.”

“That looks real hard. I'll check out the left
side . . . nope, nothing over here.”

“Try the crack.”

“Okay, but give me the number 4 Friend.
I’m going to want some pro . . . I hate lay-
backs. No way! The face is hard and un-
protected. I'm going to take a look around
the corner. You know this might go . . . I'm
going to get some pro in before I try this
move . crap, that sucks . . . aaahhh,
beautiful! .Watch me . . .ha! piece of
cake! Easy 5.8, max. Shoot, Rick, now I've
got two corners up here and 1 don’t know
which one to take. What do you think?”
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““Take the one on the right.”
“Okay.”

-----

“Off belay. Let me haul the pack. You don’t
want to carry it on this pitch. Tell me if
you think this is the hardest pitch you ever
followed.”

“Uugh! Good lead! Hardest pitch I’'ve ever
followed.”

Pitch 4
From the right end of the ledge, move up to a small
overhang and then traverse right to a crack. Follow
the crack to regain the ridge. Follow the ridge by
climbing a corner and then a short face and corner
to reach a sloping ledge. 5.7-5.8

a

“Why don’t you catch your breath while I
zip up this next pitch. Looks like it ought
to be about 5.6. We’ve got to move faster. I
took too long on that last pitch. Whoa!
This is harder than it looks . . . watch for
loose blocks in the crack. Some you can pull
and some you can’t.”

“Good lead.”
“Yeah. I sure hope this climbing gets easier.”

Pitch 5
From the left side of the ledge, climb up the
chimney. Continue up easy climbing until it is
possible to traverse into the gully. 5.3.

[ ]
“James, you’re going to like this.”
“I sure hope so.”

Pitch 6
Descend into the gully and climb the snow up to the
notch. 5.2.

]
“Thought I'd stop here. Didn’t see any point
in going up to the top of the arete when we
might have problems getting into the notch
and it looks like we can climb down into the
gully and up into the notch.”
“Sounds good.”

“How’s it going?”

“Great! The axe is doing great as my hand-
hold and there is a 2 inch crack between the
rock and the ice that I can use for toe jams.”

.....

“Did you find a route up the buttress?’
“Not that I can do. Come on up and take a
look.”

Pitch 7
Traverse right (West) into the center of the large
bowl. 5.0

“It looks like that face overhangs.”

“Let’s forget it and just get the hell out of
here. If we move into that bowl over there we
ought to be able to find some easy climbing.”

Pitches 8 and 9

Climb two long pitches up the left side of the bowl

to a belay below a short, wide chimney. 5.3—5.5
]

“Damn this pack.”

“Yeah. It’s a real pleasure to lead.”

“You sure made -that harder than you had

to. Good moves, though.”

Pitch 10

Climb up the chimney and hand traverse left to
a ledge. Move to the left end of the ledge and climb
the short corner to meet the top end of the upper
arete. 5.4

“I don’t feel so good, Rick. I think I might
have got a little sun stroke.”

“You ought to take some salt tablets.”
“Did we bring any?”

“Yeah, they’re in the first aid kit.”

“I think I'll downclimb and check ‘em out.”

.....

Pitches 11 and 12

3rd and 4th class climbing lead to the north
summit.

“Aww, s--t! You know something, Rick?”
“What?”

“This is a big f——g mountain. We’re two,
maybe three pitches from the top.”

.....
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“Looks easy. You want to unrope?”
“No. I'm still not feeling all that sharp.”
“This is a big f-~——g mountain. The summit
is way over there!”
“I don’t really feel it’s necessary to reach the
main summit, do you? I think we’ve done
the climb.”
“My sentiments exactly. Let’s get off this
thing while we still have light.”
Descent

Scramble into the notch between the north and
main summits. Traverse right (west), descending
a series of ledges to the top of a deep gully. Down-
climb and rappel this gully to the north Palisade
Glacier. Full 165 foot rappels were used in the
descent.

“Here’s the last of the water. Finish it off.”
“Rick. You remember watching the sunset
last night in camp and saying how beautiful
it would be to watch the sunset from the
top of a mountain and how we hoped we
wouldn’t ever see the sunset from the top
of a mountain?”’

“Yeah.”

“Well, we’re going to watch the sunset from
the top of a mountain.”

C‘No go.”

“There’s some ledges going off to the right.”
“I've got a gully here and 1 think it looks
better. Come on over and take a look.”
“Rick, I don’t like this.”

“We’re okay. We’ll just take it slow and safe
and we’ll get down.”

*“I don’t see an easy downclimb.”

“How about this for a rappel anchor?”

“You’re kidding. Let’s bivvy until we can

see what we’re doing. I'm beat.”
“James, if I don’t get down tonight, they’re

going to have to come up here and get me off.
I need some food and water. I'm starting to
get the dry heaves.”

“Well, wait until its light up the gully. I
can’t see a thing and I’m not thinking too
clearly.”

“Okay, let’s get this rack together and start
rappin’ outta here. I don’t think that moon
will ever light up the gully.”

“First one down takes the headlamp to set
up the next anchor.”

“I found a good anchor. Come on over. I
was able to chimney there.”

“No way! Not with this pack. Goddammit!
Can’t see a f——g thing. . . ROCK . . . phew.

*S--t. What a bitch. I sure hope we can get
off this thing alive.”

*ROCK!”
“Another free rappel?”
‘“Yeah. The rope just made it.”

“You trust this block?”
*“Can you move it?”

‘“No.”

“Help me push it. I trust it.”

S—t! Still not down.!”

*“Can you set up an anchor? ’

“Yeah, I think so.”

James, where are you?”

“Right here, under the bulge. See the light?”

“ROCK!”
“Christ, that was a big one. How did you
kinow it was coming down?”
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“I heard it move.”

“It just missed you.”

“This one should get us down to the glacier.”
““See you on the glacier.”

Epilog

Rick Todd and I made it into camp at
3:15 a.m. We had been climbing for nearly
20 hours.

There is some thought that the line we
did might be a first ascent. There was no
evidence of previous climbers (i.e., slings,
pins, nuts, etc.) and dirt and lichen often
had to be cleaned from the holds and cracks.
Also, there is the fact that route-finding and
climbing might have keen difficult enough to
discourage other climbers. Still, it seems
unlikely that such an obvious line should
still remain unclimbed, so I am leery of
boasting of a first ascent.

It was a beautiful line and a challenging
climb. Rick was a great partner to climb
with and I'm glad we were able to do the
route.

HANGING AROUND

Cupid’s Bower/Great Falls

Josephina Conrad

August 5. The shallow crossing to
Cupid's Bower which I easily managed
two days before had swollen to a
torpid lagoon--chest deep, under an
impenetrable tangle of  creepers
choked with flood debris. Beneath
treacherous floating islands lurked
snakes, as big around as a man's
thigh. Darkness oozed from between
the trees, through the poisonous
thickets of lianas, gripping us with a
nameless dread.

Three of us left our companions
for reconnaissance, and, packs bal-
anced on our heads, forded the
murky channel, slipping on unspeak-

able submerged flotsam that contorted
or squelched or bit when stepped on.
We collapsed in the small clearing we
were able to hack out with our
machetes from the vegetation-choked
bank, too ennervated in the steamy
heat for any activity save the
lethargic searing of leeches from each
other's backs with Lucky Strike ciga-
rette butts. Rick was feverish and
moaned, "the brutes...exterminate all
the brutes," in his delirium. Unable
to continue, at the limits of human

endurance, our tiny party on the
verge of mutiny, we turned back
and...

...went to Great Falls instead.
With help from James Eakin's Clim-
ber's Guide to the Great Falls of the
Potomac, we rigged several climbs in
the Dihedrals, a 70 yard-long section
of Great Falls cliffs consisting en-
tirely of dihedrals. The Dihedrals
is about 75 yards upstream from
Juliet's Balcony and lies beneath the
bronze plaque dedicating the gorge to
Stephen T. Mather.

Patty McCleary, who had never
climbed before, climbed and down-
climbed "Jay's Discovery" twice, and
made a creditable attempt on "Layback
Dihedral", a pleasant layback crack.
Lee Porter and Dee Etzwiler did "Lay-
back Dihedral", "Pride", and "Pre-
judice" as did Rick Cunningham and
Greg Matty. Having never climbed at
Great Falls before, they were impres-
sed by the cliffs above the river.
James Eakin and Gary Beil showed us
all how to make "Ender", a delicate
5.9 face levitation and "The Dirge",
an "interesting" overhang, look easy.
Stuart Pregnall led Dee up "Pre-
judice" and tried to pacify Jenny, his
Golden Retriever, who was throwing
tantrums.

If you have paid Section dues after March
1984 and have not received some issues of
Up Rope since then, please contact the

editor to obtain missing issues.
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NELSON HOUSE

July 27-29.
Norg, "™
HO.K."
"Don't forget the rope, Nori."
"O.K."

"Where's the rope?"

"OOpS".

An inauspicious beginning to the
weekend. We hoped that it didn't
presage equally bad things: plagues
of locusts, famine, disease. The
weather, at least, turned unexpec-
tedly beautiful Friday night and
Saturday dawned clear. Bill Smith,
Lee Porter and I got on the rocks

"Don't forget the rope,

early. Having one rope between us
strictly limited the length of our
pitches. Short but dramatic was the

order of the day, so we headed for
the Gendarme, that {fantastically
exposed, slender digit of rock. 1
was just clipping into the pin near
the top of the airy Ilittle pinnacle
when a climber on Tomato shouted,
"When you get to the top you have to
stand up--no hands!"

Like Gaston Rebuffat on the
Aigulies de  Roce? Up. 1 weakly
hunkered downr, more like Quasimodo
than Gacston. Let go with my hands?
O.K....look quick! Good view from
up there--I'm sure I saw the Rockies
winking on the western horizon.

Meanwhile, back at Nelson
House, Jim Gessler was under seige
by The Cows, who gawked and gaped
and jostled like reterded chil-
dren. Nr. Nelson dropped by with
the neighbers 1o pick apples, visit
and rescuc Jim, who had taken refuge
in the Oldsmobile. ("Cow noses were
presscd to the windshield, muddy
muzzles smearcd the sideviecw mir-
ror--it was Hell," he reports.)

When we got back fror the
rocks, MNr. Nelson and Jim were
rolling a huge snarl of fencc wire
down the hill to patebh a hole in the

vegetable garden fence that Mr.
Nelson said "the brutes" had been
eyeing.

Ate pate and chicken and blue-
berry pie and homegrown tomatoes on
the front porch. The spectral Nelson
Lights failed to appear as billed that
night.

The next worktrip to Nelson
House is planned for September 29-30
Please contact Marcy Logan for the
details.

Minutes from Executive
Meeting, June 6, 1984,

Committee

1.  Tom Russell reports the trip
schedule is complete through August.
2« Treasurer's Keport:

We  have somewhere between
$1600 and $1700. The only problem is
that therce are 25 - 30 people who
were members in 1983, who have not
renewed for 1984 (although from the
list, probably at least half have
forgotten).

3. A Carderock worktrip is
scheduled for Saturday.

4, The Section still needs someonc
to head the Membership and
Hospitality Committee.

5. Buil Run: nothing new, except
we are buying the land, and we
would like the Mountaineering Section
members  to contribute as much as
possible.

6. Trip liability: Bob Blackburn
is in charge of looking into trip
liability for the Section.

7. The Pamirs T-shirts are on salc
(3%) in blue, red and purple.

Up Rope ® Sept. 84

Page 6




