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CHAIRMAN'S CORNER

It's time again to set down
an agenda for the
Mountaineering Section. I'd
like first to compare our goals
and accomplishments for last
year.

OQur first goal was to expand
the Section's membership. We
didn't do well on that score.
Joe Wagner, the Hospitality and
Membership Committe chairman,
needs some help, not just in
terms of committee help, but
help from all of us on a
continueing basis. We really
should do a better job of
promoting our organization. We
do represent the local climbing
community; we do provide quire
a number of public services to
the climbing community, and we
do climb. After attending the
American Alpine Club meeting I
am convinced that the best hope
for climbing freedom and access
in the future is going to be
throught he activities of
organizations like ours.
Nobody elso will protect
climber's rights, and the
opposition is very well
organized. So lets start
recruiting members. We need

PRESERVING OUR HISTORY

About 40 years ago, the
Mountaineering Section (then
called the Mountaineering
Committee)made two climbing
films. The first film,
"UpRope" was of two climbs in
the Potomac Gorge and one on
0ld Rag. Tom Culverell,
climber and artist famous for
his series of paintings of
climbing in the Schoolhouse

Cavej made a painting which
comically portrayed the
climbers involved in the

movie: Chris Scoredos, Johnny
Reed, Marian Jackson, Pim
Karcher, Don Hubbard, Delores
Alley, John Meenahan, Arnold
Wexler, Fitzhugh Clark, Andy
Kauffman, and himself. They
are shown roped together on a
fictional peak with the
dangling end of the rope
forming "Up Rope", so familiar
Oon our newsletter masthead.
The painting was photographed
1n sections for the title and
lead-in for "Up Rope".

The second film, "Belaying
the Leader" begins with a
party (Earl Reed, Tommy
Marshall and Jane Showacre) on
the Hollywood Climb (hence the
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them, and they will eventually
need us.

Qur second goal for last
year was to resolve
liability/trip leader/safety
guideline issues. As of this
writing, we're almost finished
with these. For those of you
who have had misgivings about
the direction we've taken on
these matters, other groups,
including the Alpine Club of
Canada and the Mountaineers of
Washington have instituted
liaiblity release policies for
their members and club
participants. We're not alone

in taking this action 1in
response to liability and
insurance pressures. 0f course,
now that we've taken the first
step in deciding to have a
release, it's up to us to start
using them. Time will tell on
that.

The third goal was
completion of unfinished
projects--Bull Run, revamping
the Treasury, the Carderock
project, etc. Bull Run 1is now
open (no further sword-rattling
heard from VOF), the Treasury
looks good, and Carderock will
probably always have some small
work that needs to be done.
We'll just have to keep.an eye

on the place and respo nd to
the needs there as they arise.
I see that there are some
railroad ties near the Cripple
Face that need some work.

The fourth goal--encourage
more Section acitivy--was, I
think, achieved. Pete
scheduled climbing in lots of
different areas, and we had a
lot of other activities going
on throughout the year.

So where do I think the
Mountaineering Section should
go from here? Well, I think
that we need to continue the
momentum we've gained over the
past few years: 1) build our
membership base; 2) continue
our projects, i.e., Bull Run,
Carderock (including the new
guide), the new painting/film
conservation project,
involvement with PATC and other
groups, etc.; 3) keep our
safety record clean by using
our release form and safety
guidelines; 4) keep up our
climbing. We've been fortunate
to have some good climbers in
the Section recently, and we
should continue to develop our
skills.

Finally, I just want you all
to know that the help and
support are greatly
appreciated. I know that I
speak for all Section Chairmen
when I say that we'd never have
a Mountaineering Section if it
weren't for the contributions
of time and energy the member
ship gives. The waork many of
you accomplish goes
unrecognized, and certainly
unlauded. For those of you who
have helped over the past year,
immeasurable thanks. For those
of you who aren't much
involved, or who haven't been
active for a while, c'mon 1in
and join the fun. 1It's not the
same thing as making a tough
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crux move or summiting on a
gloriously brilliant day, bgt
it can be just as rewarding in
the long Tun. The
Mountaineering Section has a
long history of service and
climbing acitivy--so there's
plenty of room for both
climbing and club work, too.
Let's make 1987 a really good

year for both:

(contimucel From P4ge L - PAESER virv6-)

origin of the name) at 01ld
Rag: a climber falls and is
rescued using the techique.
It then reviews various
belaying techniques for
catching leader falls. It
also shows a belayer can fly
through the air by attempting
a static belay. It then
demonstrates the then-new
concept of dynamic belaying
(co-developed by Arnold
Véei_\xéesrg ‘s eAchn h &8 3QLOTS( R
Karcher, Peg Keister, Chris
Scoredos, Tony Soler, Arnold
wexler, and doing a drop off
the old Oscar Belay Tree at
Carderock, John Brehm.

Recently the Culverwell
painting was donated by Lowell
and Ellen Burnett to the PATC.
1t desperately needs
preservation. Jun Meenahan
and Arnold Wexler proposed
that the Mountaineering
Section assume responsibility
for saving the painting and
the two films which they had
been storing. The painting
would be properly mounted in
acid-free matting and framed
and a permanent place for
display at PATC would be
sought. The films would.be
repaired, have narration
added, and transferred to
video stock so copies could be
made for distribution.

The Mountaineering Section
at its December meeting

approved the idea. John
Meenahan, Arnold Wexler,
Gordon Swenson, Jack Smith,
and John Christian formed a
Preservation Committee to
undertake the project. First,
contribuitions are needed to
defray the costs of
professional restoration.
David Bates as PATC Archivist
offered to contribute $75.080.
Several other sizeable
contributions have already
been made. With such a
promising start the
Preservation Committee is very
hopeful that PATC members and
the climbing community will
respond generously. John
Meenahan will donate an 8 x 10
toned photographic copy of one
of Culverwell's Schoolhouse
Cave paintings to each person
making a contribution of
$50.00 or more. Checks should
be made out to the PATC
Mountaineering Section marked
for the "Preservation Fund",
and mailed to PATC
Mountaineering Section, 1718 N
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20036.

Make a donation, please,
for this is a chance to
preserve a vital part of the
early history of modern rock
climbing.

--John Christian

IN SEARCH OF--THE PERFECT
VALENTINE? '

Dear Miss Lonelyhearts:

I'm a climber, but my
husband is a couch potato. He
thinks I'm at a ceramics class
with the girls every Sunday
when really I'm out pumping
'hangs at Annapolis Rocks.

Recently, however, he
discovered my climbing rack
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where I had hidden it in the
back of my closet. He thinks
the chocks are some sort of
"marital aid" and wants to try
them out. Help: I'm not that
kind of girl!

--Worried

Dear Worried:

Tell your hubby that you're
going to show him a flick that
demonstrates the full erotic
potential of climbing hardware.
Rent "El1 Capitan" for the
evening, but call it "Big Wwall
Vixens."

--Love, Miss L.

Dear Miss Lonelyhearts:

I used to be a macho kind of
guy. Some even called me a
stud, capital S, but lately my
piolet has started to droop, I
have a feeling of constriction
around my lower torso, and I
get hot flashes in my legs.
Can I be a victim of early male
menopause? I'm only 18!

--Desperate

Dear Desperate:
Take off that tight Lycra.
--Love, Miss L.

Dear Miss Lonelyhearts:

I keep taking bad leader
falls at the Gunks and it's all
because of love. I can't
concentrate with all those
honed females seductively
cranking 5.11 overhangs and
enticingly slinking up 5.12
faces.

--Battered

Dear Battered:
Put on some tight Lycra.
--Love, Miss L.

BASE CAMP

After Tom Russell spoke as
Chairman of the Nominating
Committee, elections were held:
Stuart Pregnall, Chairman, Rich
Cunningham, Vice Chairman;
Karen Pregnall, Treasurer, and
Selma Hanel, Secretary. Jdoe
Wagner as Chairman of the
Membership and Hospitality
Committee tallied membership
figures: 101 members in 1986
as compared with 101 members in
1985. Pete Grant will be
Training and Safety
Coordinator.

The conservation project for
the Culverwell Paining has
raised $425.00. Additional
funds needed to restore the
films that the MS made many
years ago may not be as much as
previously estimated. Gordon
Swenson and Jack Smith are
working on having the work done
gratis by media contacts.

Andy Kauffman recommended
the first article in a series
of two on the Mt. Hood accident
(Appalachia, Jan/Feb 1987,
AMC) . The analysis is sound
and informative to those going
to high altitudes with
relatively inexperienced
people. Professional guides,
as a result of the accident,
are working towards high
standards for professional
guides.

The Explorers Club of
Pittsburgh has approached the
MS for a possible get-together.
Traditionally the MS had
infamous meetings and parties
at Seneca with the Explorer's
Club. REI is planning to open
a retain store in College Park.
They may be doing a promitional
event with the MS. The meeting
was followed by a slide show by
Bruce Rich on trekking in
India, Nepal and the Karakorum.
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NEW ROUTES AT SENECA

Hang 'Em High. Climbed
September 1986. Brian Rennex
and Sandy Fleming.

The climb is a variation
finish to "Marshall's Madness"
on the Face of a Thousand
Pitons. The belay is at the
bottom of the chimney on the
2nd pitch of Marshall's
Madness. Step left and climb
the overhanging butress that
forms the left side of theis
chimney. The hard part 1is
about 20 feet long.

Pro: Excellent. The crux
is to keep from barndooring
while placing the pro. The
climb is continuous and
outrageously overhanging.

Grade: 510C

Foghorn Leghorn. Climbed
October 1986. Brian Rennex and
Sandy Fleming.

An unlikely line but classic
in that it is right on the
Cokscomb skyline as seen from
below. The route follows the
arete/butress which begins at
the lunch ledge and continues
for some 120 feet to the top of
the face. It is to the left of
the 0l1d Ladies' Scramble to the
bottom of COD. The climb is
best done in two pitches. The
first pitch is 5.9 and the
second is 5.8.

The rule of contrivance 1is
to stay on the arete on the
first pitch withour stemming
our to the face on the right.
This makes for a nice, strenous
5.9 section which 1is
immediately followed by a
serious section where one is
totally dependent on one
dubious stopper (about 30 feet

up) .

There are two steep sections
on the second pitch--one just
below the level of the pine
tree traverse (to the left) and
the other just above. Belay at
the start of the lower one.
Stay in the center of the
buttress for both of these.
The rock is better than it
looks, and the overhanging
finish is spectacular.
Escaping left leads to the dark
side.

Pro: Excellent except for a
10 ft. section about 30 feet
off the ground, which 1is
probably safe but a little
dubious. One could do only the
second pitch to avoid this.

REVIEWS

Mountain Light, Galen Rowell,
1986, Sierra Club Books.
$35.00, 224pp, hardcover.

How often have we looked at
one of Galen Rowell's
photographs and thought, "now
why can't I take stuff like
that?" Well, Rowell has let
the cat out of the bag, so to
speak. He's an insomniac, and
gets out of bed at all kinds of
strage hours with his camera.

Seriously, though, this is
one fine book. Rowell not only
treats us to roughly eighty of
his finest images, but he also
lets us in on the secrets of
making them. For those of us
who just carry our cameras
along for the chance photo, it
gives food for thought. For the
more avid enthusiast, it may
open up a whole new range of
artistic success. Rowell talks
about film, equipment (all
reasonalbe stuff that you or I
might own), and then teaches us
how to use these tools to take
advantage of light.
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