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The business covered included final
organization for the REI auction which
was held in April. The MS earned a
substantial profit from the auction.
Carde rock conservation is again being
discussed again because recent floods
have undermined the etbankment. The MS
hopes to coordinate this effort with
others groups that use the area. Ken
Andrasko and Bob Gasser are going to
look into First Aid rescue kits and
what they should contain. Ken and
Madeline Carter are investigating the
possibilities of a Mountain Film
Festival.

Bull Run: The VOF recently announced
their purchase of property at High
Point which overlaps the property
surveyed as Leigh Hauters. VOF offered
to negotiate an agreement with Mt.
Hauter, whereby VOF would maintain
control of their acquisition and Mt.
Hauter would have sole title of the
property. Currently the VOF owns 20%
of the title. On June 13 Stuart
Pregnall walked both boundaries with
Leigh Hauter that were surveyed for
Mt. Hauter and the VOF. The overlap
does not affect the main climbing area
Which is on Leigh Hauter's property;
however, the VOF proposal would inclimip
a clause that the PATC would never have
access to VOF property. As this is not

acceptable to Leigh Hauter or the PATC,
more negotiations will be needed.

Entertainment: In April various members
Showed slides of miscellaneous climbing
and skiing they had done. In May Anne
Baron shared her trip to Nepal. In June
Stuart Rosenthal showed slides of the
Cascade Range and the variety of hiking,
rock climbing and mountaineering it
offers.
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The Mbhonk Mbuntain House is proposing
to ban climbing at Skytop (at the
Gunks) in the near future. The ban
would affect all routes left of the
crevice and would run fiom Memorial
Day to Labor Day. Officials of the
Mbhonk Preserve and concerned local
climbers are working with the Mbhonk
Mbuntain House on this issue, but MS
members can help by writing the ?honk
Mbuntain House.

It takes only 15 minutes to write a
letter that may help avoid a three
month climbing ban. Our response will
show haw poorly thought out the bhonk
Mbuntain House's action is. In your
letter you might stress the following
points:

° Climbers have been climbing at
Skytop for over 50 years -- The first
route at Skytop (Gargoyle) was climbed
in 1935. There can be no justification
for restricting climbing now.
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o Climbers do not represent a
safety hazard to others; instead we
help Mountain House guests negotiate
the talus field and difficult sections
of the crevice and warn them of
dangerous scrambling around without
proper equipment or instruction.
Without climbers helping the Mountain
House guests, there doubtless would
be more accidents.

o Climbers, especially MS members,
are dedicated toward preservation of
the outdoors. We are very careful to
ensure that we do not litter or cause
harm to the environment. Further, we
encourage others to respect the
outdoors.

Letters should be addressed to:
Bernard Gavin
Executive Director
The Mbhonk Mountain House
Lake Mbhonk
New Paltz, NY 12561

and a copy sent to:
Seward Weber
Executive Director
The Mbhonk Preserve
Lake Mbhonk
Ni Paltz, NY 12561

WRITE NOW. The Mbhonk Mbuntain House
will act soon, so we have to get our
letters in NOW. We'll keep everyone
informed on developments.

HANGING AROUND

CRESCENT ROCKS, Mardi 22, 1987

The scars of hard labor heal slowly.
On the back of his hand, about one
inch below his forefinger Rich
Cunningham still bears his red badge
from his efforts on the Brick (5.11).
This is one of those many climbs
that is much easier for short folks.
The crux to this otherwise easy
overhang involves getting your right
foot About 18 inches below your
right hand. For a taller person this
places one's center of gravity about
two feet off the rock into space.
The consequences of this predicament
are serious for one's right hand
which is positively locked into a
sharp crack yielding the above scar.
After a great struggle, Rich got his
right foot on the 11#$§&* hold. The
two Stuart o and I also nuade it.

OLD RAG, March 29, 1987

Hearing young voices coming from the
top of the cliff we became concerned
for our top rope anchors. Tom Russell
engaged one of the nymphettes in
conversation and asked "How old are
you?" The answer: "Well, I'm not
jailbait."
The Peruvian trainees (John R.,
Jeanette, Rich, Tam R., Madeline)
took the ridge approach while
Stuart, Karen, Kathy Rebibo and I
took the easy approach. The base
of the climbs was still snow covered.
Jeanette showed great form jamming
her way up the offwidth. I suggested
that we try the very thin face just
left of the 5.8 fist crack/corner.
After my initial attempts, John R.,
MMPline and Rich worked out the
beginning sequence. The groundwork
thus laid, Stuart P. grabbed the
probable first ascent. (5.11+)
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Stone Mountain, April 10-12, 1987

The Pregnalls, John Rayner and Madeline
Carter spent the weekend dodging rain
and running it out on Stone friction.
Since all the routes are more or less
identical, no further information was
sought. Meanwhile, Ken Andrasko and I
went to the New River Gorge for the
club's initial reconnaissance. Due
to my hamstring injury (from basket-
ball) and Ken's prolonged layoff
we decided to take it easy. The
fact that virtually everything was
still wet from a recent snowstorm
also encouraged caution. Wb almost
finished an attempted first ascent
on the Southern Wall but backed off in
the face of serious loose rock. Some
respectable hangdogging and several
#1 friends got us up High Times,
a 5.10c finger crack that is ideal
for wet weather. Ken borrowed my
razor (which is needed for taping
one's hands at the New) and shaved
his three day beard before setting
off on Zag. By sheer coincidence
and serendipity a young lass was on
top of Zag to greet our conquering
climber. Though tempted; Ken was
persuaded by his Samoan lawyer not
to sample the local delicacies, whose
father probably owned a shotgun.

Great Falls, April 25, 1987

I did Lost Arrow on my birthday.
All other memory of the day's
events was obliterated by the
evening's festivities.

Annapolis Rocks, April 26, 1987

Rich and I took our first tries at
freeing the huge roof to the right
of Faint's. Just getting to the
roof requires a 5.10 no feet
traverse. A heeihook behind a
crumbling flake gets you ready
for the roof. No further progress
was made but the swing from this
stance is well worth the effort.
A double belay with a top and
bottom rope keeps you from being
impaled on the tree at the base
of the climb. Wb got good pumps
doing laps on Pine Tree Crack.

Boucher Rocks, May 2, 1987

Almost everyone got up Dancing
(5.8) and hardly anyone got up
Stems & Needles (5.10) although
Madeline Carter gave it many sttong
tries. No one succeeded on the
crack above and left of the overhang
on Stems but we managed to get the
holds nice and Chalky. Stuart Rosen-
thal and Stuart Pregnall neatly
slithered up the disgusting brown
face Above the right facing corner.

Bull Run, May 3, 1987

The tanning section of MS net on this
gorgeous Sunday to take in some rays
on the white stone at Bull Run. Thus
properly bronzed we had several
personal bests including Anne Baron
(Charlie's Crack), Stuart Pregnall
(Bull Run Overhang) and your editor
(Galactic Acid).

Seneca, May 9-10, 1987

Jacques Tamisier, his friend Jacques
(aussi), Anne Baron and I took in some
glorious weal-17Pr at cen.,..a‘ Anna and
Jacques II did Ecstacy Jr., Le Gourmet
and Humphrey's Head. I took French
lessons at the Rocks View Saturday
night while Jacques II got a cuisine
lesson. Anne Baron left that night
and the two Jacqueses and I teamed
up to do Really Flakey, Rox Salt,
Lichen or Leave It and Castor. Jacques
II and I had several monosyllabic
conversations on belay ledges. ("Oui,
the sky is blue.")

Ilchester, May 16, 1987

Stuart Pregnall, Roger Noonan (?) and I
eventually located this forgettable
volcanic plug outside Ellicott City.
The rock leaves festering lacerations
on those foolish to entrust their
hands to its cracks. Stuart learned
that Blue Rose (5.9 and named for its
affect on the human skin) was not as
hard as it seemed in the 70's. Roger,
who trained under Pat Arent, showed
good form and determination on the
face climbs directly above the recycling
plant.
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AID BOX, May 17, 1987

Stuart Pregnall, Michael mergi and
I tackled some of harder climbs on
these faces. Stuart finally got
up P.V. Wall (5.12-). Michael
discovered that the climb can be
impossible even if you Cheat on
the first few moves. I wired the
moves up the right hand cup and
got no further. The initial moves
(involving a neat feet switch on
the first foothold) can be very
esthetic but it's a grunt from
there.

GUNKS, May 23-25, 1987

Stuart and Karen Pregnall, Martha Hale,
James Eakin, Paul (Torelli & Anzalone),
Jacques Tamisier, Ken Andrasko, John
Rayner, Jeanette Helfrich, Ian
Cruikshank, Jessee Nogradi, Kaz and
All Lorenz, Al's sister Erica and
I enjoyed three days of generally
good weather. Ian picked pp some
spare Change selling defective Wild
Things runners. Paul Anzalone led
Horseman in good style, one of his
first adventures on that end of the
rope. His placement of a teeton
just below the crux traverse earned
my admiration for inventiveness.
Stuart grabbed the pin at the crux to
spoil an otherwise impressive effort
on On Any Monday (5.11-). Ken smartly
cranked over the slightly runout crux
overhang on This Petty Pace (5.9) while
Martha and James lent my guidebook
to a man named Mbe. Paul Torelli
surprised himself by getting up the
awkward initial moves on City Lights.
Erica got up Bunny twice and I failed
again on Foops. Todd Swain told us haw
not to do a guidebook in three easy
lessons, Steve Angelini gave us the
beta on Supercrack (it takes 5 #1 1/2
friends) and Tom Addison tried to
sell some "Patagucci" t-shirts.

MICPCCOME, May 30, 1987

James Eakin, Stuart P., Michael
Mergi, Paul Anzalone and I spent
several scorching hours on this
overhanging face at the upstream
end of Great Falls. We worked hard

on climbs named after various
armanents and I spent a while
repairing my glasses. Don't forget
to bring a rack when you visit the
Microdome because there are no
trees for a top rope anchor.

ANNAPOLIS ROCKS, May 31, 1987

The ciccada invasion was at full
force when we (Stuart P., Michael
M., Paul A., Rich C. and I)
visited the Prow area. Paul
succeeded on his first 5.9 after
a tremendous struggle on the mantle
at the top of the left most route
pp the main face. Rich and Stuart
managed to get up the Prow proper
(5.11) and I didn't even bother in
light of the attack of tendonitis
the Gunks had inflicted on me.
Stuart entertained us with a
precise explanation of the various
ciccada artifacts we found around
the climbs. We made a great sport
of trying to knock the carcasses
off the trees with rocks. (I know
you can't wait until 2004 to try
that one yourself).

BULL RUN, June 13, 1987

Selma Hanel, Stuart Pregnall, Stuart
Rosenthal, Genesis and I were joined
by Carol (?) who had missed the car
pool for her hiking club and decided
to give rock climbing a try. We spent
several hours improving the trail to
the top of the ridge and clearing
brambles from around the climbs. The
beautification effort has solved one
of the major access problems for
Bull Run. Carol climbed well until She
succuMbed to heat exhaustion, or was
it the berries she ate? Stuart Preg-
nall almost made it up the crack and
arete to the right of Charlie's Crack
but was foiled by the long reach at
the top. Stuart Rosenthal showed us
how to jam the lower section of
Charlie's but I found that style hard
to emulate. Selma imparted much
botanic information as several species
were massacred to make roam for the
climbs.
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