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MEETING REPORT

SECTION MEETING
DECEMBER 9, 1987

After stuffing ourselves on beer
and pizza, Rich Cunningham
gavelled an unruly mob to order
for the last meeting of 1987.
Karen Pregnall reported that the
Section has a huge ($5,000)
surplus and promptly resigned.
Even though her husband purports
to oversee one of the most
deficit ridden budgets in the
history of the world, Karen had
not learned the basic lesson that
bureaucrats should waste, not
save, money. Fortunately, our
new Treasurer will have a film
festival, a new guidebook,
several safety projects and an
invigorated UP ROPE to finance.

We had a lively discussion about
the future direction for UP ROPE.
An attempt was made to
accommodate those who would like
UP ROPE to serve as a monthly
information newsletter and those
who would like it to be a
(necessarily) less frequent
publication containing some
interesting and humorous pieces.
Responsibility for the various
tasks has now been divided among
several people. This
specialization of functions
should expedite publication.

Ken Andrasko and Madeleine Carter
reported on the plans for a film
festival in February. They hope
to work out a deal with REI to
help with publicity and, perhaps,
finances.

Ed Cummings, in absentia, was
appointed chair of the
Nominations Committee. Virtually
the entire Section administration
is resigning to attend to other
matters. They are to be
congratulated, however, for
leaving office with: a growing
Section membership, a strong

financial posture, rising
climbing standards and a renewed
dedication to safe climbing
practices.

Stuart Pregnall gave a brief
report on his and Karen's trip to
attend the AAC meeting in Las
Vegas and their climbing detour
to Red Rocks. In addition to his
report on the slide shows and
lectures they heard at the
meeting, Stuart gave the club an
update on access issues. Stuart
is now the AAC person responsible
for access in the mid-Atlantic
region. While much of the
climbing community fights over
the weighty ethical distinction

(Contd on page 3)
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Benefit for
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club Recreational
Mountaineering Section Equipment, Inc.

THE 1ST ANNUAL

WASHINGTON MOUNTAIN

Film FEsTrvAL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1988 - 6:30 PM
B1OGRAPH THEATRE

2819 M STREET, NW - GEORGETOWN

TICKETS $10
Advance ticket purchase recommended.
Available Feb. 1 at: PATC., 1718 N St.. NW —
202/638-5306 and BEI, College Park —
301/982-9681
or at the Biograph on the night of the festival
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• Three hours of award-winning films
including the hottest new European
climbing and kayaking footage as well as
classic American and British mountain
documentaries • Door Prizes from REI!

• Wine & cheese reception
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between placing a bolt on rappel
and placing a bolt while standing
on a sky hook, Stuart and others
are actively working to keep
climbing access open so we can
place bolts somewhere. The
sooner that climbers realize that
access is the issue facing
climbers in the 80's the more
likely it was that future
generations will be able to climb
at all.

Madeleine showed her movie
Mountaineering Men. Although
made when she was only an
undergraduate, most everyone
found it entertaining.

SECTION MEETING
JANUARY 13, 1988

Another excellent turnout dined
on pizza, beer, and other
beverages before settling down
for business. Ken Andrasko
reported on the status of the
film festival (see notice
elsewhere in UP ROPE) and Selma
Hanel did the same for the
Carderock guidebook. If we had
had a Treasurer's report, it
would have confirmed our solid
financial posture and the need to
send out 1988 dues notices.
(Note: MS members should be
receiving these shortly!)

The following officers were
elected by acclamation:

Chairman: Rich Cunningham
Vice Chairman: Jeanette Helfrich
Treasurer: Gary Prince
Secretary: Jeff Kramer

Other non-elected positions will
continue without change, i.e.,
Entertainment, Madeleine Carter,

and UP ROPE by committee.

REI has requested our assistance

in connection with Jeff Lowe's

slide show on March 1st, 1988.

Rich Cunningham expressed

tentative interest in helping

arrange for a hall, etc. Anyone

willing to lend a hand should

contact Rich (332-7931). Jeff

Lowe is one of American's premier

alpinists and he should make an

excellent presentation.

Ken Andrasko showed slides of

four trips he took to Alaska

during 1973-1976. Two trips

involved his work on the Alaska

pipeline which later became the

subject of his book Alaska Crude.

Ken was ostensibly an
archaeologist for the project but

he managed to work in a solo trip

to the Brooks Range and a close

encounter of the wolf kind during

his efforts.

Ken and five companions
affiliated with the Harvard
Mountaineering Club did the first

ascent of Mt. Hubbard, of which

Ken had unfortunately few slides.
Ken did, however, have a superb
collection of photos from his

attempted first scent (with Chris

Fields) of the East face of Mt.

Deborah. Ken recounted the
remarkable personal,

interpersonal, and technical

sides of their attempt on the

extreme rock and ice face which

had repulsed four previous
attempts. Everyone seemed
spellbound by his depiction of
the stresses, beauty and danger
of their endeavor.

TRIP REPORTS
GREAT FALLS, DECEMBER 12

Messrs. Coffey, Williams, Hugh
Brown, Kramer, Tucker, Beil,
Prince, Rosenthal, Mergi,
Holtzer, Pregnall and Cunningham,
Ms. Carter, Claire, Christie,
myself and possibly others spent
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a relatively mild day at the Dr.
Needlepoint area of Great Falls.
Because of the good turnout we
were able to rig almost
everything between Degree 101 and
Inclined Plane. The area is so
spread out that I am not sure
what other people did. I flashed
my first Great Falls 5.10 (A
Bridge Too Far) after a three
month climbing layoff. (I tried
most of the 5.10 climbs back when
I could only climb 5.8.)

Rich Cunningham succeeded on his
second try on Escutcheon (5.11).
Walt Williams and Claire showed
great persistence on A Bridge Too
Far and Conroy's, respectively,
each eventually succeeding. Many
of the newcomers, especially
London, complained about the
walkdown, which is the most
technical of all areas at Great
Falls. Stuart Rosenthal showed
that the easiest approach is to
rap down Conroy's. The
Ed.

Footnote: While The Ed. was
bridging A Flash Too Far, the
downstream group was working on
Wall of Da Feet (Brown, Holtzer &
Coffey) and Backscratch and
Degree 101 (Mergi and Pregnall).

BULL RUN
DECEMBER 13, 1987

Kit Lewis, both Stuarts, Rich
Cunningham, Michael Mergi, Jeff
Kramer, Tom Russell, Dave Coffey,
the Browns (Hugh, Josh and Josie)
and myself got an early (8:30 am)
start on what developed into a
lovely day at Bull Run. Except
for Stuart, the Pregnall clan was
largely missing--Karen was ill,
Genesis in heat and the RX-7 had
been stripped by thieves.
Nonetheless, Stuart Pregnall made
a good showing for himself.
After Mr. Rosenthal and your

editor devoted great effort
trying to put up a new route--and
pulling off a half dozen holds in
the process--Stuart Pregnall did
the first ascent of Brambling Man
(5.11?) on an early try. This
climb goes up a short series of
flakes five feet from the left
end of the long and largely blank
wall to the left of the walkdown
to the Sofa. (Got that?) Rich
then succeeded to accidentally
break off the hold upon which
Stuart had relied. Rich
succeeded merely by reaching over
the thin section created by the
missing hold. Stuart then
repeated his own route sans key
hold using a completely different
sequence of moves.

In other action, Tom Russell made
his first accent of Snicker Snee
(good job, that!). Dave Coffey
and Michael Mergi did the
strenuous crack left of Galactic
Acid which finished with a
graceless bellyroll. Stuart
Rosenthal did the ridiculously
thin face (all holds are off
route) located midway between the
walkdown and Galactic Acid.
(Bull Run is such a jumble that
route locations are almost
indescribable.) Rich Cunningham
did his first ascent of Airplane
Overhang (5.12?). Other
attendees avoided publicity,
among other things, by climbing
out of this author's view. The
Ed.

MT. DESERT ISLAND, MAINE
WHITE MOUNTAINS, NH
CROW HILL, MASS
ADIRONDACKS. NY

GUNKS, NY
19TH AUGUST TO 13TH SEPTEMBER

Oh, the pleasures of a long
climbing trip!


