FIRE DESTROYS CLIPPER CITY ROCK GYM;
Reconstruction Planned

A major, nine-alarm fire ripped through Baltimore’s Clipper Mill
Industrial Park in mid-September, claiming one firefighter’s life and
injuring seven others after a granite wall collapsed in the blaze. The
Clipper City Rock Gym, one of the businesses lodged in the 145-year
old former iron foundry, was destroyed when its roof collapsed. The
fire also forced cancellation of the ASCF National competition that
was to take place at the gym last month.

An Associated Press report said the fire was apparently an acci-
dent, caused by sparking electrical wires. AP reported that firefighter
Eric Schaefer, 23, died at the scene and that a total of 17 were hurt
out of the 150 who responded to the blaze. Schaefer, who was mar-
ried this summer, had joined the Fire Department in February last
year.

For many years, the gym has offered a special membership dis-
count for Mountaineering Section members. Among the encouraging
news is word that owner Jim Ellis plans to rebuild the gym at the
same location.

Climbers wishing to make a contribution in memory of the de-
ceased firefighter may do so at: )

In Memory of Eric Schaefer

Greater Baltimore Fire Disaster Fund
Parkville Federal Savings Bank

821 West 36th St

Baltimore MD 21211

(410) 366-3100

Upcoming MS slide show:
NEPAL'S AMA DABLAM AND IMJE TSE

The November slide show will be presented by Don
MclIntyre and will cover his climbs of Nepal's Ama Dablam and
Imje Tse.

The October meeting’s slide show,B.C."s Bugaboos, was
presented by Ozana Halik and covered his climbing trip with
Peter Hsi to British Columbia’s Bugaboos and Alberta’s Lake
Louise area. :

Demian Larry presented the September slide show of his
solo ice-climbing trip in Mt. Washington and the Adirondacks.
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ELECTION TIME NEARS
FOR MS OFFICERS

It's getting close to election
time for the Mountaineering
Section’s four officers (chairman,
vice-chair, treasurer and secre-
tary). Elections will take place at
the January meeting. Each
post’s term lasts one year. MS
members choosing to run for
office should get their campaigns
rolling now.

Aside from the elected posi-
tions, the Section also has
committee slots available to
willing volunteers. MS commit-
tees include: Training/Safety,
Newsletter, Expeditions, Public-
ity, Membership, Programs and
Hospitality. :

NELSON HOUSE
UPDATE: Volunteers
needed for repairs

* The Mountaineering Section’'s
Executive Committee decided
last month to satisfy the terms
of the Section’s contract with the
Nelson family and to help repair
the Nelson House. A decision on
whether to continue the Nelson
House arrangement after the
repair work was postponed until
a later date. MS members Rick
and Mary Dotson told Up Rope
last month that Nelson House
needs some fresh coats of paint
and some roof work. It’s still
unclear if the house’s foundation
also needs repairs—and if that
work could be done easily by a
volunteer work crew.



Top photo: & view
of Snow Patch
opire on left; Buga-
boo Spire on right;
and Pigeon Spire in
back center.

Bottom photo:
Peter T)si in front
of Snow Patch
opire as the sun
sets.

Jn search of good ribs—and
climbs—in the CARADIAN ROCKIES

zana Halik and I agreed that our trip to
OBritish Columbia’s Bugaboos was not going

to be a sport-climbing trip and that we were
going to climb on stuff we couldn’t find back home.
Unfortunately, it rained and snowed the entire
time we were in Canada. The local sport routes
began to look mighty tempting.

We saw avalanches while slogging up wet,
snowy trails. The only summit we made was Mt.
Temple right before we returned home, and that
was after it had snowed and in white-out condi-
tions—I kept fearing I was going to be blown onto
the cornice on the summit ridge!

We roped-up for the mini-glacier on the Presi-
dent but got snowed off at the bergschrund and
descended in white-out conditions. We didn't even
attempt to approach Mt. Goodsir because it would
have taken 2 days and there was heavy snow on
the surrounding peaks.
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The Bugaboos: Is this a place
or state of mind?

We spent four days at the
Bugaboos and got in one-and-a-
half days on Crescent Towers
and Eastpost Spire. A party
went up the northeast ridge of
Bugaboo Spire and encountered
lots of ice and snow. They
summitted but found the de-
scent route covered with snow.
They rapped back down the
route in a storm and arrived
back at the Kain hut after 18
hours. With binoculars we
followed a roped-soloist on Tom
Egan Memorial (V 5.9 A3) on
Snowpatch Spire—you'll probably
read about it in a climbing
magazine soormn.

To alleviate boredom, I
read a book while Ozana took
photographs. We also passed the
time watching B.C. Parks heli-
copters fly out barrels of out-
house waste. We left the Bugs
one morning after finding the
place plastered with snow.

We spent much of our
time traveling around the area
as tourists, frequenting liquor
stores, and talking to the many
interesting people we met at the
hostels and huts. In all, it's the
most beautiful area I've ever
been to and I'll definitely be

back.
—Peter Hsi

Up Rope beta box:
B.C.'S BUGABOOS AND ALBERTA’S LAKE LOUISE

o&m?: “Chanks
fou the Letters”

Demian Larry wants
to thank all the MS
members for their letter-
writing campaign to
support his efforts to get
restitution from KLM
Royal Dutch airlines for
his stolen luggage and
climbing gear. (See
August Up Rope).
“There’s no need for any
more letters. Thanks to
everyone,” he says.

This is the most visited area of Canada, so you MUST make reservations. Period. In
Alberta, we bunked at the plush Lake Louise Hostel for about $20 (CDN) per person, per
night. By luck, we were able to crash the Whiskey Jack Hostel (we slept in the kitchen)
and the Canadian Alpine Club's Stanley Mitchell Hut (we slept in a room full of snoring
French Canadians, eh). We tried to camp at the Lake Louise campground but were di-
rected to the overflow area. I recommend you go there directly as the regular campground

offers no better facilities and you can get away without paying.

At the Bugaboos, bring hut shoes and a sleeping bag as the Kain Hut has a boots-off
policy, no heat, and has kitchen facilities. Bring camping gear if you plan to venture past
Bugaboo Glacier or if the hut is full. Bugaboo Provincial Park is well maintained —kudos to
BC Parks—and is worth every penny of the $10 (CDN) per person, per night hut fee. Too
bad the park can't do anything about the ravenous varmints —you have to wrap your car
in chicken wire so they can't eat it.

For meals, we highly recommend the Peyto Cafe, located in the Lake Louise Hostel.
The plates of pasta are so BIG that we couldn't finish them, and at reasonable prices ($5-
$7 CDN). At the back of Lake Louise, well beyond the mob of tourists gathered around the
Lake Louise Chateau, is the Plain of the Six Glaciers hike which leads to a Victorian-vintage
tea-house. The hike is just beyond the range of the casual stroller so it's not mobbed tour-
ists. (Another tea house, located next to Lake Agnes gets far more tourist action.) Both tea
houses are worth visiting. You can take in the alpine scenery while sipping tea on the
porch. There are also some great sport-climbing routes nestled in at the back of the lake.

The Old Salzburg Inn in the town of Radium Hot Springs gets good marks and feels
great after a dip in the Kootenay hot springs. One caveat though: Don't bother ordering
steaks, ribs, or poultry anywhere in the parks.




