By Dusty Wissmath

Dusty Wissmath is a former two-term Mountaineering
Section chairman and, when he's not out climbing or
patrolling the local ski slopes, he is the regional coordi-
nator for the Access Fund. With this edition of Up Rope,
Dusty begins a new column focusing on local access
issues and news.
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Current closings

Crescent Rocks. Tired of all the trash present at
and near Crescent Rocks, the local landowners have
asked, and MCI has agreed, to close the road leading up
to the fenced-off tower site. That also means no more
parking at the beginning of the road. Mountain Trails in
Winchester and the Access Fund strongly recommend
that we not climb at Crescent Rocks until the Fund can
initiate a dialogue with the local homeowners’ associa-
tion.

Caudey’s Castle. Mr. Johnson, who has been very
tolerant of climbers in the past, is now fed up with the
trash left by partying groups (and climbers) and has said
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PATC MS Expedition '95:

story and photos by Jim Southward

Aconcagua Part |l . . .

rom November 25 to

December 18 of last year,

I led an expedition to

climb Aconcagua.

Immediately upon return
to the United States, I moved the
family to California and I started
graduate school and as a result
didn't get to tell the story to many of
you before now.

Our expedition consisted of
seven climbers, from all over the
United States: Peter Hsi (Colorado
Springs, CO), Lerre Solsvig (Littleton,
CO), Scott Stanton (Chicago, IL),
Henri Bartholomot (Bethesda, MD),
John Baker (Oak Harbor, WA), Bill
Fike (Landers, WY), and myself.

Getting to Argentina
Our group rendezvoused at the
Miami airport, where several of the
members mect for the first time. After
two days traveling and waiting in
airports, we arrived in the beautiful
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city of Mendoza, Argentina; with all
of our equipment, to our surprise.
We flew on LADECO, a first rate
Chilean airline operating new Boeing
757 cquipment. By the way,
LADECO provided us better service
than I have received on most US
carriers. Two days were spent in
Mendoza recovering from jet lag,
loading up on wonderful Argentine
beef, drinking cxcellent local wine,
and of course sccing to all the last-
minute expedition preparations. We
met Fernando Grajales of Aconcagua
Expeditions & Trekking whom we
hired to provide pack mule service to
help get our 1,050 pounds of climb-
ing equipment to base camp. Our
game plan was to approach the
mountain through the Vacas and
Relinchos River valleys then climb to
the summit via the Polish Glacier
Direct route. As planned this was a
17-day trip, including four extra
days.

Approach to Base Camp

From Mendoza, we hired a private
bus called a Komby to drive us up
the Trans-Andean highway to the
trail-head at Punta de Incas. During
the winter season, Punta de Incas
serves as a popular ski station, but
caters to climbers in the off-season.
Punta de Incas is a very scenic spot
featuring an Alpine Ski lodge, hot
springs and a natural bridge across
the Rio Mendoza.

We spent the night in the
lodge and started out on our adven-
ture the next moming. Our muleteer
and six mules, laden with our gear,
got an carly start out of Punta de
Incas and headed for the 13,780 foot
base camp at Plaza Argentina. The
mules were amazingly fast traveling
over the rocky trails and made the
20-mile trip to base camp in only 1-
and-1/2 days. Our schedule allowed
four days to arrive at base camp,
which we used to allow proper




acclimatization. Acute Mountain
Sicknesss (AMS) can be deadly and
was a major concern when we
developed our schedule. All serious
trouble with AMS was averted
through the use of a conservative
schedule which had us gaining no
more than 1,500 feet per day,
measured at our sleeping altitude.
The hike to base camp took
us through grand landscapes that
are beyond description, pure rugged
beauty. Our route required us to
make two crossings of the Vacas
river. Normally, these rivers are
crossed on horseback due to the
deep water and swift current, but
lucky for us this last winter season
had snowfall levels much below
normal, resulting in below normal
spring runoff. Remember that in the
southern hemisphere, December is
the spring season. The relative low
water levels allowed us to cross on
foot, but it was still pretty exciling. ..
and cold. During the trip in, we had
the rare treat of seeing scveral
Guanacos, which are wild relatives of
the lama. These creatures exist only
in the most wild and remote regions
of the Andes and are seldom sighted.

Indepencia Hut
(ruins) just above
junction of Falso
de Los Polacos
and Normal
routes.

From left to right:
Jim Southward
Bill Fike, John
Baker and Scott
Stanton.

Base Camp to High Camp
Base camp was a bleak and cold
place; situated on a rock covered
glacier at the 13,780 foot level. It
took about an hour to locate several
natural pools on the surface of the
glacier which would serve as our
water source. We spent two nights at
base camp to rest, acclimate and
prepare the loads for carries to
higher camps. Four grucling days
were spent carrying loads and
establishing successively-higher
camps on the mountain.

Each camp required two
carries of gear per person. One of our
members suffering from the altitude
and fatigue turned back from our
17,650 ft intermediate camp on the
Ameghino Col.

Finally on December 7th we
cstablished our high camp at the
base of the Polish Glacier at 19,200
fi, 5,500 ft above base camp. We
arrived just before the weather
started to close in, the wind was
picking up causing the chill factor to
drop well below zero. Wind was a
critical factor at high camp. It
required our tents to be heavily
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secured with double the normal
guidelines. I actually slept with ear
plugs because of the noise from the
wind beating at the tent. When 1
developed the original schedule 1
built in four extra days for weather
or emergencies. And as it turned out,
we needed all four extra days at high
camp; we spent a total of six nights
camped above 19,000 ft waiting for
an adequate weather window.
High Camp and Summit Bid.
The weather was not our friend on
this trip. The first two days at high
camp were spent pinned down in our
tents because of blizzard conditions.
We were now becoming concerned
about the avalanche potential on the
Polish Direct. Being on the leeward
side of the storm, a cornice was also
developing on the summit ridge. The
left side of the glacier was not as
steep and appeared to be less criti-
cal, so on the fourth morning we
decided to make an attempt on the
regular Polish route vice the Direct.

~ An alpine start was made at
0230 to allow us to get off the
summit before noon and hopefully
before the afternoon winds started to
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