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Summit: Kathleen, John 0., Jeff, and Wayne

KATAHD IN 2007 by Wayne Stone

PMC went up to Baxter State Park from Feb 23 -
Mar 1. It was an incredible trip - great folks, great climbs,
great weather, and awesome scenery. Here is a brief report
of the trip and climbs that PMC members accomplished:

Fri - Feb 23: 0500 sugary start (captn crunch) at the
Katandin Inn. Unloaded vehicles at trailhead by about 0630
(temp was about -6F) and started the 12 mile approach to
Roaring Brook Bunkhouse. The ski trail was packed down
and snowshoes were not really needed; 5 members skied
in. We arrived at the bunkhouse by about 2 PM and rested
up.

Sat - Feb 24: Most folks were out of the hut by
0830 and up to Chimney Pond Bunkhouse by 1030. It was
steeper and more narrow, but only 3 miles up. The crux of
the hike was the Basin Pond crossing - windy, blowing and
nasty. Several folks decided to climb that afternoon after
talking to Rob, the Ranger. The weather cleared for the af-
ternoon except it was still windy—gust up to 35 mph.

Bill Dudley, Josh Baker and Wayne climbed
Strange Brew (WI3). Kathleen and Duncan climbed the '1st
pitch of Mini Pinnacle (WI3). John 0, Lisa, John S., and

Jeff did some sort of gully climb??[not sure about that
though]

Sun - Feb 25: This day shaped up beautifully!
Dawn broke to clear skies and 3 climbing parties went out
for the day. Duncan and Jeff headed up to do Pamola Fury
Left (WI3+) followed by John 0., Josh, and Kathleen
about an hour later. John S. and Lisa summited Baxter
Peak via the Saddle Trail. Dave Raboy, Bill Dudley and I
climbed the first pitch of Pamola Fury Right (WI3) - we
backed off the first pitch because of thin conditions above
the belay. The other two parties completed there climbs
and returned to the hut safely before dark.

Mon - Feb 26: The ranger advised us that it would
be another great weather day - so Bill and I decided to go
for Cilley-Barber (WI4). Bill lead the first pitch(W13) and I
lead the second(WI3+). Then we made our way up some
snow fields and 3rd class rock with one 5.4ish move. Then
after a series of snow fields and ice (up to WI3), we arrived
at the crux. The crux didn't look that steep - but once I
started up - it was. We finished up the climb to the summit
ridge with some third class, summited Baxter Peak and
hiked down to the hut by 1835. (con't p.3)
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{Hunter on the Falls

C

Overall Run Falls: February 16t

Bucktail Canyon:
Lock Haven, PA
Ozana dragged my butt up to
explore the climbs North of Loch
Haven PA and I proceeded to
scare the living crap out of my-
self leading the middle tier (NEI
3+ or maybe 4-) of Roadside
Gully. The upper tier was not
really formed or just beyond our
ability so we rapped off for some
more fun. That fun happened
when the last 1/4 inch of the rope
decided to tied itself into a com-
plicated overhand knot involving
the rappel rings. Ozana gave me
a belay as 1 climbed the frozen
turf on the right side of the gully
to free it, that route going at
maybe PAM 2+ (PAM = "Pennsylvania Mud"). We then found Hidden Am-
phitheater and climbed that till the ice ends just below the top then dropped a
top rope over the steep columns on the right side and tired ourselves out with
that until dark.
Mat-- is maybe a touch farther driving time than Riegelsville (popularly
called e Narrows" by peoli10 ):Vho can't spell its proper name) but suffers

O om a lack of good rib joints for after climb imbibing. If anyone
has any serious beta on that it would be

1 I appreciated.

2007
Hunter and I ventured over to one of Michael Doyle's sele t climbing area

Vtiyesterday (2/16/2007) and what a day! We had ' at wooded hike in,
through Shenandoah National Park (from the bo 

ti 
near Bentonville, VA

because Skyline Drive was closed) which was m Sly flat and,easy going be-

cause the snow/sleet has frozen solid. When we got to the stee' i hiking sec-
tion, we should have put on crampons. We managed to get up t

4 
trail, but

when we got near Cliffside we donned them - I was not ready for cliff diving.

From a great little look out - we spied the ice - big! It was much bigger than I

had expected - at least 90 feet. Another party was rapping in as we scoped our

line; later he said it was the fattest that he had seen since 2003. 2003 must

have been a cold winter. We decided to set a top rope on the left side of the

falls (if you are facing them from the bottom). That was a good choice. We

TR'd the left lines several times each, plus we tried some delicate moves off

the deck on some thin pillars that were just touching down. I would estimate

the TR'ing we did was in the 4 to 4+ range (maybe a 5-). To finish the day,

we pulled the rope and I lead the right side of the falls - probably 3+/4-. It had

some funky moves - bulges/cauliflower-ish ice. The ice took screws (sharp

ones-that is) quite well. In the course of the climb, I dropped two screws, but

Hunter was able to retrieve them. They got caught on my pants and pushed

themselves off the Ice Clipper as I stepped up. I am going to move them back

some on my harness and that should alleviate the problem. As Hunter fol-
lowed the last pitch, he dropped a screw and an ice tool. He finished the climb
by using one tool only - I wish I could have seen that. He rapped back down,
collected the gear and hikes out to meet me on the trail back to the car. We
were back at the car right at sunset - saw some great alpenglow on the Shen-

andoah's. It was a good day of climbing - thanks Michael Doyle.

zana Halik on Stee


